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by José E. López, PRCC 
Executive Director

As the New Year arrives 
and we look forward to a 
hopefully post-COVID ep-
och, let me thank you for 
your generous support. 
My expression of grati-
tude is on behalf of the 

entire staff and Board of Directors. Without the 
support of our funders and of our volunteers, 
The PRCC would not have been able to serve 
our community during these trying times. 
During 2020, we faced immeasurable chal-
lenges. Our community, like most Latino and 
people of color communities in the US, was hit 
hard by COVID. In The Puerto Rican Cultural 
Center, 20% of our staff have tested positive. 
Compounding this critical state of affairs, 
nearly all of our families have had members 
diagnosed as well. In spite of these grave chal-
lenges, we have kept our doors open; notably 
El Rescate, El Centro Infantil, and other direct 
services such as our energy assistance pro-
gram and HIV/STD testing are fully function-
ing. Moreover, this Thanksgiving period, we 
provided turkeys, food baskets, and hot meals 
for four days to more than 400 families. 

PRCC programs are growing. We provided 
employment to 85 youth through our Hum-
boldt Park Youth Employment and Empow-
erment Center. These youth gained job skill 
experiences and direct employment in our 
Paseo Boricua businesses, for which they were 
paid $15 an hour. This PRCC program is now 
operating in a beautiful new location at 2425 
W. Division Street. Our Safe Passage program 
with CPS kept our 40 workers employed and 
paid $14 an hour for 25 hours a week. The 
Public Health Initiative ushered in two new 
services—the Ricardo Jiménez Prevention Van 
and the Lisa Isadora Cruz Transgender Em-
powerment Center. 
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PRCC YEAR IN 
REVIEW
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Diamond Zariah Acevedo Solis
Joshua Acosta

Cristopher Alvarez
Dayshaly Mariah Anaya

Alan Ricardo Antimo
Victor Javier Aquino 

Emely Lisbeth Arcematos
Mauricio Arroyo

Veronica L. M. Arroyo
Angel Baez Solano
Diana Barrientos 

Ariel Barro
Erick Benavides

Mario Israel Berra
Donald Ricky Braboy

Luis Martinez
Jason Matias
Jose Matias

Justin Xavier Matos
Julissa Angelique Molina

Diego Muniz
Jason C. Muñoz

Jackeline Avila Pastrana 
Francisco Larry G. Perez

Janessa Lucena Perez
Jashua Perez

Jonathan Perez
Janyce G. Presley

Ignacio Quiroz Guerra

Amanda Caraballo
Abel Castillo

Eliany Mia Castillo
Yoselin Castro

Cristina Jolee Centeno
Isaiah Conley

Javier Corzantes
Luis Cruz

Emily Rose Cruzado
David Dominguez

Sharonya Latrese Edmonds

Gislaine Anahi Espinosa-Escobar
Roberto Luis Figueroa

Nania Ford
Fred Quincel George

Adamari Giselle Gonzalez
Shea Hernandez

Tavion Ramon Holmes
Nicolas Samuel Labellarte

Isaiah N. Landecho
Edward Leodegario
Kiara Aliyah Lopez

Derrick Isaiah Lozada
Wendy Amahyrany Macedonio

Desiree Lori Martinez 

Class of 2021
Congratulations

Shayla Ortega Ramires
Marilyn Ivette Raya

Carmen Rivera
David Rivera

Emanuel Rivera
Kenneth Rivera

Kaitlyn Milagros Robles
Alberto Christopher Rodriguez

Anthony Frank Rogers
Amanda Rosado

Ashley Nicole Rosario 
Karla S. Ruiz

Vanessa Yamil Ruiz
Seshia Kimberley Russell

Precious Alexandra Salgado
Gabrielle Sanchez 

Brooklyn Sierra Sanders

Neila Marie Santiago 
Jesus Omar Silva
Ayrely Soberanis
Yoselin Somoza
Danyel J. Soto

Ricardo Suarez Gomez
Jennifer Esther Tinoco Romero 

Yahaira Kiomari Torrez
Nathan Wilson Valentin

Keylin Marie Vallejo 
Devyn DeMarco Vazquez

Jonathan D. Vega
Curleaner Michelle Wilson

Alexis Lynese Zamora

Photographs by Elias Carmona, 
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