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ABOUT LA VOZ:

The most recent manifestation of
Puerto Rican journalism in Chicago, La
Voz del Paseo Boricua proudly continues in the legacy of our community’s
previous newspapers. Founded in 2004,
La Voz del Paseo Boricua, or simply ‘La Voz’ as it is affectionately
called by our readers, is a grassroots bilingual periodical published
by the Juan Antonio Corretjer Puerto Rican Cultural Center. We
report on stories relevant to our community on a bimonthly basis,
disseminating news about local events, programs, resources, and developments. As an alternative source of media, we seek to acknowledge the achievements of the Puerto Rican community at large and
to advocate for the preservation of the heart of our barrio in Humboldt Park - our “pedacito de patria” in Chicago.

Northern Illinois University Donates
Computers to Jobos Elementary
School in Loiza, Puerto Rico

SOBRE LA VOZ:
La más reciente manifestación del periodismo puertorriqueño
en Chicago, La Voz del Paseo Boricua continúa orgullosamente el
legado de nuestros primeros periódicos. Fundado en 2004, La Voz
del Paseo Boricua, o ‘La Voz’ según se le conoce cariñosamente por
nuestros lectores, es un periódico de pueblo, publicado de manera
bilingüe por El Centro Cultural Puertorriqueño Juan Antonio Corretjer. Bimensualmente, divulga historias relevantes de nuestra comunidad, diseminando noticias sobre acontecimientos, programas,
recursos, y progresos locales. Como fuente alternativa de medios,
intentamos reconocer los logros de la comunidad puertorriqueña al
igual que abogar por la preservación del corazón de nuestro barrio
Humboldt Park – nuestro “pedacito de patria” en Chicago.
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By La Voz Staff
Thanks to Dr. Laura
Ruth Johnson, Northern Illinois
University’s Department of Educational
Technology, Research and Assessment
(ETRA) donated 21 iMacs to Jobos
Elementary School in Loiza, Puerto
Rico. As Dr. Johnson recalls, “I was
introduced to Mayor Nazario and
others working with students and
their families in Loiza, at an event in
Chicago. They spoke of resource needs
in the wake of Hurricane Maria and I
immediately thought of the computers
no longer in use and languishing
in storerooms.” With the support of
ETRA department chair, Wei-Chen
Hung, and College of Education
Dean Laurie Elish-Piper, Dr. Johnson
petitioned state entities for approval of
the donation – the delivery of which
was considerably delayed due to the
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pandemic shutdown in 2020.
Another obstacle —the shipping
and configuration of the donated
computers, was resolved with the
assistance of Michael D. Nieves, HITN
President and CEO. The computers
were shipped to Loiza in February and
installed and imaged by local HITN
staff and Executive Assistant Luis
Alejandro Molina.
Johnson, along with HITN Head of
Learning Maryann Marrapodi, plans
on building a long-term relationship
with the school. Dr Johnson also plans
to involve ETRA colleagues who can
provide professional development
in the area of instructional
technology. A press conference in
Loiza is scheduled for May 11th.
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Reclaman que el Congreso de Estados Unidos Provea los Detalles
de Transición Sobre las Alternativas de Status para Puerto Rico

Por José Delgado (El Nuevo Día publicado
originalmente 2/8/22)
El representante José Bernardo Márquez, el
excongresista Luis Gutiérrez, la exalcaldesa Carmen
Yulín Cruz y la expresidenta del Concejo Municipal
de Nueva York Melissa Mark Viverito participaron de
un foro en la Universidad de Chicago
El Congreso de Estados Unidos debe
proveer los detalles de cómo percibe la transición
de cada alternativa de status que tendría Puerto
Rico para acabar con el problema colonial de la
Isla, coincidieron personalidades boricuas en un
foro auspiciado por el Instituto de Política de la
Universidad de Chicago.
“La estadidad va a ganar cualquier
proceso, pero los puertorriqueños deben conocer
las consecuencias de todas las opciones”, dijo el
representante José Bernardo Márquez, electo por el
Movimiento Victoria Ciudadana (MVC).
El foro, moderado por la exalcaldesa de San
Juan Carmen Yulín Cruz, reunió el lunes a defensores
del proyecto 2070 de las congresistas demócratas
puertorriqueñas Nydia Velázquez y Alexandria
Ocasio Cortez, que impulsa vincular al Congreso
con una Convención de Status en Puerto Rico y un
referéndum de alternativas no territoriales, como
Márquez, el excongresista demócrata Luis Gutiérrez y
la expresidenta del Concejo Municipal de Nueva York
Melissa Mark Viverito.
También participó, en una presentación

independiente, la directora ejecutiva [interna] del
Centro de Estudios Puertorriqueños del Hunter
College, Yarimar Bonilla, quien hizo su doctorado en
la Universidad de Chicago y va a codirigir un estudio
junto al profesor de Derecho de la Universidad de
Puerto Rico (UPR) Efrén Rivera Ramos sobre la
descolonización de Puerto Rico.
Los participantes coincidieron en que es
fundamental que Estados Unidos ponga sus cartas
sobre la mesa, si verdaderamente va a impulsar un
proceso de libre determinación. “Se necesitan dos
para bailar tango”, subrayó Márquez.
En ese sentido, resaltaron la propuesta del
proyecto 2070 que persigue crear una especie de
comisión de diálogo entre una potencial Convención
de Status y el Congreso.
La profesora Bonilla sostuvo que el debate
sobre el status de Puerto Rico debe incluir definir
un proceso de descolonización, ante la falta de
experiencia de Estados Unidos en esos asuntos.
“Tiene que ser una conversación más amplia
sobre el futuro mismo de Estados Unidos”, si se
aspira a que haya un compromiso de que el Congreso
atienda los reclamos de libre determinación de los
puertorriqueños, indicó Bonilla.
Los panelistas coincidieron en que temas
como el rol de la diáspora, idioma y el futuro de
programas federales de bienestar social son algunas
áreas que deben discutidas de cara a establecer un
proceso de descolonización.
Para el excongresista Gutiérrez, el proyecto
de Velázquez y Ocasio Cortez, electas por distritos de
Nueva York, puede garantizar, de convertirse en ley,
un verdadero proceso de diálogo entre Estados Unidos
y Puerto Rico que permita la descolonización de la
Isla. “El colonialismo es una extensión del racismo”,
sostuvo Gutiérrez.
Mark Viverito recordó que el presidente Joe
Biden, como candidato a la Casa Blanca, prometió
impulsar un proceso de libre determinación
vinculante que reuniera a los representantes de todas
las opciones. “Queremos que cumpla con su palabra”,
afirmó Mark Viverito, quien ahora está a cargo de la
Política Pública del Centro Cultural Puertorriqueño de
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Chicago.
El presidente del Comité de Recursos
Naturales de la Cámara baja federal, el demócrata Raúl
Grijalva, anunció hace unos días que dará hasta marzo
para tratar de lograr un proyecto de consenso sobre el
status político de Puerto Rico.
Ante el Comité de Recursos Naturales están
presentados el proyecto 2070 de Velázquez y Ocasio
Cortez, y el 1522 del demócrata boricua Darren Soto
(Florida) y la comisionada residente en Washington,
Jenniffer González, que propone un referéndum
federal estadidad sí o no, el que se busca atar a un
proceso de admisión de Puerto Rico como estado 51.
Los proyectos han dividido al caucus de la
mayoría demócrata de la Cámara de Representantes y
generado poco entusiasmo entre los republicanos.
La legislación 2070 ha sido coauspiciada
por 77 demócratas, incluidas Velázquez y Ocasio
Cortez. La medida 1522 la respaldan 61 demócratas y
18 republicanos, incluyendo a Soto y González. Esta
semana se sumó al proyecto el republicano Tom Reed
(Nueva York).
Grijalva ha indicado que si no se logra un
consenso en el caucus demócrata de la Cámara de
Representantes sobre la legislación, llevará a votación
las dos medidas.
En 2021, el Departamento de Justicia de
Estados Unidos recomendó cambios a los dos
proyectos que han sido referidos al Comité de
Recursos Naturales.
Por ejemplo, con respecto al 2070, el
Departamento de Justicia de Estados Unidos advirtió
que la legislación no puede comprometer a un
Congreso futuro ni la comisión de diálogo que
propone debe incluir representantes del Ejecutivo. Por
ello, sugirió que se trate más de una comisión asesora.
En torno al proyecto 1522, el análisis del
Departamento de Justicia federal destacó que
debería detallar más asuntos de la transición hacia la
estadidad. También recomendó que se cambie el título
del proyecto de ley “para no implicar que la admisión
de Puerto Rico como estado es un hecho consumado”.
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Paseo Boricua Steel Flags to Become a Chicago Landmark
with Support of Alderman Maldonado
With the support of Alderman
Roberto Maldonado the Chicago Landmarks
Commission voted for a “preliminary landmark
recommendation” for the proposed designation
of the Paseo Boricua gateway flags as a Chicago
landmark. In a letter to Gia Biagi, Commissioner
of The Chicago Department of
Transportation, Matt Crawford
(Coordinating Planner for the Historic
Preservation Division) states: “We have
been discussing with Alderman Maldonado
for several weeks landmark designation of
the Paseo Boricua Flags on Division Street.
This will be the first landmark designation
in Chicago highlighting the contribution
of the Puerto Rican community”.
By Mina Bloom (Block Club Chicago
originally published 4/7/22)
The towering flags, which were
erected in 1995 to mark the Puerto Rican
community, are on their way to becoming
a landmark after a city commission
approved the designation in April.
Humboldt Park’s beloved Puerto Rican
flags may soon become official Chicago
landmarks.
The Chicago Commission on
Landmarks on Thursday unanimously
approved landmark designation for
the towering steel flags that bookend
the half-mile stretch of Division Street
between California and Western avenues
known as Paseo Boricua, the center of the
neighborhood’s Puerto Rican community.
Commissioners said the recognition is
overdue. The nearly 60-foot-tall flags are
among Chicago’s most celebrated civic
art, serving not only as markers of the
Humboldt Park’s Puerto Rican enclave but also as a
powerful symbol of Puerto Rican pride throughout
Chicago and the Midwest.
“I can’t express how happy I am to see that we’ve
come to this,” commissioner Alicia Ponce said. “I

can’t pass under this gateway without singing the
song, ‘Que Bonita Bandera’ — what a beautiful flag.
It’s such a sense of pride and culture. This is a great
step forward.”
The flags were erected January 6, 1995, on Three
Kings Day, one of the most celebrated holidays in

Puerto Rico.
Local architecture firm DeStefano & Partners
designed the sculptures to serve as gateways to
Humboldt Park’s Puerto Rican community. The firm
used steel to honor the Puerto Ricans who came to
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Chicago to work in the steel and welding industries.
Each flag weighs 50 tons and can reportedly
withstand 70 mph winds. Designer Edward
Windhorst told the Tribune the flags were built to
last 500 years.
Jose Lopez, executive director of the Puerto Rican
Cultural Center and one of the community
leaders who pushed for the flags to be built,
previously told Block Club a portion of
I-290 had to be shut down in the middle of
the night so trucks carrying giant pieces of
the steel could get to the installation sites.
Speaking at Thursday’s hearing, Lopez said
the landmark designation “will usher in a
new chapter of the history of Puerto Ricans
in Chicago.”
The landmark review comes as local
leaders push to create a state-designated
cultural district along Division Street called
“Puerto Rico Town,” Lopez added. Both
efforts aim to preserve the cultural identity
of Humboldt Park, which has gentrified in
recent years.
Thursday’s vote was the first step in the
Puerto Rican flags becoming a Chicago
landmark. The designation still needs to be
reviewed by the city’s planning department
and City Council zoning committee, and
pass a City Council vote.
If the city signs off on the designation, the
flags will be the latest gateway project in
Chicago to get landmark status.
The rainbow pylons along North Halsted
Street in Boystown were designated a
Chicago landmark in 2019. And the Little
Village archway was granted landmark
status in January.
Despite their age, the Puerto Rican flags are
in “very good condition,” said Dan Burke
with the city’s Department of Transportation. Still,
the city plans to do regular maintenance and apply
fresh coats of paint, Burke said.
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Puerto Rican Agenda Addresses
Climate Change in Puerto Rico

By Xiomara Rodríguez
The April meeting of the Puerto Rican
Agenda was a powerful retrospective of the great
advocacy work of the Puerto Rican community in
Chicago. As typical, the participants deliberated
key issues concerning the Puerto Rican
community from Education to Housing and the
development of Puerto Rico Town as a cultural
corridor in Humboldt Park. However, during
this meeting the Puerto Rican Agenda began to
address an issue they had not formally taken on
in the past -- climate change. An environmental
scientist who studies Puerto Rico’s climate, Dr.
Rao Kotamarthi, came to speak to the Puerto
Rican Agenda representing Argonne National
Laboratory. Dr. Kotamarthi showed slide after
terrifying slide with figures showing the extent
to which climate change is already affecting
Puerto Rico. Dr. Kotamarthi described how the
rise in sea level is disappearing our beloved
coastal towns as the ocean continues to erode the
beaches, coasts, and entire apartment complexes.
He went on to explain how climate change is
reducing precipitation on the island, which will
begin to affect agriculture and water resources.
The presentation on climate change in Puerto
Rico was a rude awakening that exposed how
vulnerable the island is to the effects of climate
change, and how urgent it is for Puerto Ricans

on the island and throughout the Diaspora
to act to develop mitigation and adaptation
strategies. Dr. Kotamarthi made it clear
that climate change is happening now, the
sea level is rising and with every hurricane
more and more of Puerto Rico will sink into
the ocean. Moreover, he made it a point to
recognize that climate risks could exacerbate
pre-existing conditions or create new resource
justice issues, which means that most likely
the communities who already do not have
equitable access to reliable energy and water
will be most affected by the effects of climate
change. If we want to have an island to leave
to our children, we have to act now to mitigate
and adapt to the effects of climate change in
Puerto Rico. The Puerto Rican Agenda is
getting organized to tackle this issue and bring
the response to climate change to the forefront of
the development of Puerto Rico Town in Chicago.
However, the reality is that climate change is a
systemic issue, so we must all work together to
put pressure on the government, corporations,
and particularly the U.S. military, which is one of
the biggest polluters/greenhouse gas producers
in the world. It is crucial that we understand the
fight against climate change is an inseparable
part of our larger struggle against oppression.
The struggle in Vieques to expel the U.S. Navy
was a fight for human rights and against climate
change. While the U.S. Navy was successfully
expelled from Vieques in 2003, they never
removed and cleaned up the toxic waste they
left behind after years of bombing the island.
Because of that toxic waste, Viequenses suffer
disproportionately higher rates of cancer, when
compared to other Puerto Ricans on the island.
Consequently, the struggle against one of the
world’s most prolific producers of climate change
continues on the island. Let this be a lesson
to us all that we must continue to fight climate
change in solidarity and as a component of every
struggle against oppression!
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SCaN Youth Program is
Changing Lives
By Jenise Santiago
Batavia Harris is a 22
year-old African American
woman who lives on the
South side of Chicago. Batavia
is an alumna of Roberto
Clemente High School and
currently works two jobs.
She was born and raised on
the South side of Chicago in
a single parent household
with eight siblings. Being
the second oldest, Batavia
had a lot of
responsibilities
growing up
and wasn’t able
to enjoy her
childhood. By
the time she
was 14, Batavia
joined a clique
and engaged
in acts of
violence. Batavia
also started
smoking weed and selling
drugs by the age of fifteen
to help her mother out
with household necessities,
and helped to create some
financial stability for her
family. Batavia suffered from
violent parenting and had to
grapple with a teen mother
who made her grow up too
fast. At an early age Batavia
got into a lot of trouble, and
was homeless by the age of
sixteen. Batavia was living
from friend to friend, and
sometimes slept in parks,
trains and under bridges.
After being suspended

from school multiple times,
the school made it clear
that if she did not change
things around she would be
expelled.
During this time in her life,
Batavia found someone she
could open to and confide
in at Roberto Clemente
Community Academy. Batavia
was able to slowly get into
therapy and was determined
to enroll into
SCaN and
make a change.
The SCaN
program was
able to find her
housing and
employment,
and provide
her with many
different forms
of ancillary
support.
Batavia is currently twenty
two years-old, and is still
making changes. She plans
to enroll in college and
continue progressing. Batavia
is motivated and continues to
show great ambition. Batavia
now has her own apartment,
works two jobs, and will start
college in the fall. Batavia
came to The Puerto Rican
Cultural Center with hope,
but in need of real resources
and support. Change is
possible, but only if there is a
real infrastructure in place to
help make the difference.
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Local Children’s Author Visits
Parent University News!
Richard Yates Elementary - ¡ Noticias de la Universidad de Padres!

By Marvin García
In honor of Black History Month, Yates Elementary
welcomed local children’s author
Senyah Haynes. Mrs. Haynes is the
author of the children’s book series
Jayla’s Jaunts. During her visit, Mrs.

Haynes engaged
students in a fun
read aloud of
two books from
her collection:
Adventures
in Alaska and
Arizona Antics.
Jayla’s Jaunts is
an enchanting
adventure series
about a curious
young girl and
her eccentric
auntie Yah-Yah.
Together, Jayla
and her auntie
Yah-Yah explore and learn about the
often rarely told culture and history
of the United States.
To learn more about Senyah and
her books, you can visit www.palindrome global.com.

News from Northeastern
Illinois University

By: Marvin García
Clase de
Nutrición
Felicitaciones al
grupo de padres
y comunidad
por cumplir el
programa de
Nutrición en la
Universidad de
Padres localizada
en la secundaria
Roberto Clemente.
Comuníquese con
nosotros si usted
está interesad@ en
el próximo programa de nutrición (normalmente dura
seis semanas)
Oficina: 773-534-4041 - Email: brivera47@cps.edu
Clase de Inglés
Padres y comunidad han tomado el reto

By: Marvin García
Ashley’s right. Our
NEIU For You scholarship
covers four consecutive years
of tuition for eligible firsttime, full-time freshmen,
which means you can focus
on your education, not how
you’ll pay for it. Learn more
about this opportunity at neiu.
edu/foryou .
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de aprender o mejorar su inglés en la
Universidad de Padres localizada en la
secundaria Roberto Clemente. En colaboración con Truman College el programa durará tres meses. Comuníquese
con nosotros si está interesad@ en el
próximo programa de inglés.
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Exploring in the Colibrí Classroom!
By: Jacqueline Tovar
Children learn through play and exploration. This is seen daily in the Colibrí classroom
at the Consuelo Lee Corretjer Centro Infantil.
Recently we made ice cream and it turned out
amazing. The children had the opportunity to
combine different ingredients and see how home
made ice cream is made. During our activity it
was amazing to see how their little minds had
so much knowledge. One child said “maestra el
hielo es frío como la nieve afuera, y lo caliente
es como la pizza que mete mi mamá al horno.”
Hearing this gives us great satisfaction as teachers because we are building those knowledgeable
skills. Hearing parents say how their child went
home and expressed how much fun they had
and getting the feedback that they have seen
how much their child has learned with us and to
continue doing a great job, fills us with joy. These

children are the future and we will
continue to build those exploration
skills. We follow their lead and plan
accordingly to their interest and needs.
They develop their fine motor skills
during art time. They have great imaginations. We have seen them express
their emotions through painting. In
this picture they are painting pistachio
ice cream as we explored the different
flavors of ice cream. They wanted to
combine orange to give it a different
taste. These educational moments are
the ones that make us grow as teachers daily. The Colibrí teachers Jackie
Tovar and Maritza Ramírez are happy
to create an exploring environment for
their students.

Get Free Internet Service and More...
By: Marvin García
Humboldt Park Community as a Campus
Education Initiative offers its resource services to
all Chicago Public School families as well as the
Humboldt Park community. Helping with signing
up for Chicago Connected, a groundbreaking
program created to help eligible Chicago families
access the Internet at no cost for up to four
years. Since this program started in 2020, more
than 40,000 CPS families have benefited from
Internet access at no cost, and we will assist you
to get connected.
To learn more about Chicago Connected
and see if your family qualifies, visit cps.edu/
GetConnected

For more Information about Chicago
Connected or Community as a Campus resource
assistance please contact Community as a Campus
Outreach and Engagement Coordinator at: Monica.
caac.outreach22@gmail.com

Humboldt Park Community as a Campus
Education Initiative resource assistance:
• Rental assistance application
• Domestic Violence / Safe haven referral
• School enrollment assistance
• Mental health referral
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Palabras para Robert Rabin en su Velorio
Por Lowell Fiet (Claridad
publicado originalmente
4/7/22)
A Bob con quien
compartí el privilegio de vivir
la gran mayoría de nuestras
vidas en Puerto Rico y Vieques
e involucrarnos en su idioma,
su cultura y sus procesos de
crear orgullo y Patria.
La memoria –como
la historia— aparece para
desaparecer en un momento.
Hoy está consumida en
la vorágine del
imperio, en la
deshumanización
capitalista, en la
fiscalización del
sufrimiento. Bajo
tales condiciones es
difícil sentir orgullo
de ser, de lugar y de
patria.
Hace dos
décadas, como un
relámpago ilumina
la tierra, Vieques se
reveló, por un breve momento,
como el lugar mas importante
del planeta porque la lucha
de Vieques grabó su logro de
expulsar la Marina de guerra
de Estado Unidos de manera
única, justa y luminosa.
No obstante, el hecho
de ser una dependencia
colonial ha succionado el
orgullo de esa memoria de las
mentes de las y los jóvenes
viequenses como si nunca
hubiera pasado.
Bob Rabin luchaba
en el vórtice de ese momento
iluminado: activista sin parar,
promotor y organizador genial,

siempre bailando un derviche
estratégico para enfrentar
cada manejo de la marina
con contra manejos pacíficos
capaces, en su totalidad, de
hacer alianzas cruciales y
socavar el hostigamiento, la
violencia de los arrestos y la
dureza de la cárcel.
Conocí a Bob al
principio de los 1990 a través
de María Cristina Rodríguez,
don Carlos Vélez Rickehoff
y doña Luisa Guadalupe.

También trabajé con Wanda
Colón y el Proyecto Caribeño
de Justicia y Paz para dar
un taller de máscaras en
el Fortín para el día del
juguete no bélico de enero
de 1994. Para mí han seguido
otros talleres, exposiciones,
festivales culturales, reuniones
y presentaciones radiales desde
entonces, pero todos como
parte del proyecto más amplio
de Bob de crear memoria, de
crear conciencia, de crear una
historia viva y de crear orgullo
viequense a través de su
administración del Fortín del
Conde de Mirasol.

A través del Archivo
Histórico de Vieques y los
proyectos culturales del Fortín,
Bob dejó los mecanismos
para recordar la historia
comunitaria y transformar su
futuro. Es su legado mayor. Es
nuestro deber asegurar que ese
legado siga creciendo y llegue
al pueblo viequense.
Bob, te recordamos
Llueve
y las gotas se secan para
dejar manchas
infinitísimas.
Pero si la pared
está polvorosa o
mugrienta
esas manchas
duran por lo
menos hasta el
próximo chubasco.
Una gota
insistentemente
repetida pica y
repica
y aunque sea la
pared de piedra, de concreto o
de acero
la gota molesta, rasca, erosiona
y penetra suficiente
para perforar la superficie y
escribir su nombre.
Bob, te recordaremos; Bob,
te recordaremos; Bob, te
recordaremos;
(todos) Bob, recordaremos

Palabras en el velorio para
Roberto Rabin celebrado el
pasado domingo 3 de abril
en la funeraria Esquilín de
Vieques.
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Humboldt Park Health CEO José R. Sánchez on New Humboldt Park
Wellness Center, Health Equity, and How The Young Lords’
Health Advocacy Has Inspired His Work
By Xiomara Rodríguez
La Voz del Paseo Boricua sat down
with the President and CEO of Humboldt
Park Health, José R. Sánchez, for an
interview discussing the new plans for a
Humboldt Park Wellness Center, lessons
from being a health advocate for Black
and Brown communities for more than
two decades, and the future of wellness in
Puerto Rico Town.
Q: What was the inspiration for
developing the Humboldt Park Wellness
Center? Can you give us an idea of how
you envision the wellness center, and
what kinds of services it will offer?
A: When you take a look at the health profile of the
Humboldt Park community you’re going to see that
this community is really affected by a number of
preventable and chronic conditions, for example:
diabetes, heart failure, obesity, etc. The inspiration
for the wellness center was to try to make a
difference in people’s lives and have an impact on
the health and wellbeing of our community. There
are two parts to impacting the health and wellbeing
of our community. The first is addressing the health
conditions that are affecting the community and
tying that to the social determinants of health,
which is food insecurity, housing, transportation,
access to healthcare, having health insurance,
etc. For years we have been studying the impact
of hospitals and clinics in communities around
the country, and we determined that hospitals
only impact the health of their patients by 20%
by providing a doctor and prescribing medication.
The other 80% is really about individuals’ lifestyles
and those social determinants of health. So the
wellness center is one of the ways we felt we could
have a direct impact on the lives of people. For
example the wellness center was envisioned with
the idea of prevention and education, so we’ll have

Rico Town to serve to promote the health and
well being of the community. Additionally,
we know health is a crucial component that
supports education. If you do not have health
your learning will be affected. If you merge
the two concepts you can support a well off,
healthy, educated community, which we’ll call
Puerto Rico Town.

spaces to educate our community about how to stay
healthy and how to manage existing conditions.
Additionally, in this community many people have
knee replacements, hip replacements, and heart
attacks, so the center will also be a rehabilitation
center. There will also be a pool, which will be
accessible to nearby CPS schools. We have also been
very conscious about the brutal winters that we have
here, so we designed an indoor track for running at
the top of the building. We will have spaces for kids
to play and exercise, and the concept was to create
a wellness center that will be a family destination
for the Humboldt Park community. The wellness
center is just phase one of a master wellness
development project for the Humboldt Park
community using the hospital resources to leverage
growth, stability, and health in this community.
Q: How does the new Humboldt Park Wellness
Center fit into the objective of Puerto Rico Town?
A: In my opinion there are two main ingredients
that create the existence of communities with
the objective to have a vibrant and productive
community. The two main ingredients are; health
and education. In terms of health we want Puerto

Q: You have a long history in community
health care as the former executive director
of Lincoln Medical Center, and now as the
President and CEO of Humboldt Park Health.
Throughout the past two decades, what have
been your guiding principles in your work to
provide health care particularly in majority
Black and Brown communities?
A: In 1977 when I finished college there were only
5% of Puerto Ricans in the United States who had
a college degree, so I saw my role as someone
who actually wanted to be a leader in the Latino
underserved communities in New York City and
I worked in the most dangerous communities in
New York City. I spent almost five years working at
Brookdale Hospital Medical Center, and then from
there I went to the South Bronx to Lincoln Medical
Center, which is where the large Puerto Rican
community was. I felt that it wasn’t just enough to
get a job and be an Executive, but it was important
to me to have a commitment to my community. Of
course Lincoln Hospital has a great history because
The Young Lords in the late 60’s took over the
hospital demanding equality and better health for
the Puerto Rican community at that time. What
was helpful to me was the history, because those
struggles by the Puerto Rican community paved
the way for me to end up as the CEO of Lincoln
Hospital. It was quite interesting to look at the
history of the Bronx at that time, because remember
that I mentioned to you that there were not many
Puerto Ricans who graduated from the school that

(Continue on page 10)
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had college degrees, so
after The Young Lords took
over Lincoln Hospital they couldn’t find a single
Puerto Rican in the city of New York who met the
qualifications to run the hospital as CEO, and they
selected a Dominican Doctor. So my focus has always
been on two roles; one is to lead the organization,
but also to be an advocate of the community that I
represent. So my history started in New York and
then I worked for the City government, but it was
always understanding two concepts: one is that there
is a connection between politics and healthcare,
because policies dictate how healthcare will be
manifested, so I embraced that from day one of my
career. Early on in my career there were a lot of
concerns about bilingual bicultural services to the
Latino community, and actually Puerto Ricans took
the lead on bilingual, bicultural programs in New
York City. At that time we created mental health
services that were bilingual and bicultural. I had one
of the units at the hospital that was monolingual,
everyone who worked there spoke Spanish. There
was a necessity to embrace the community by putting
ourselves at the same level. Although I have been
CEO of five different hospitals I never see my role as
strictly a CEO, but it’s to go beyond the boundaries of
my work responsibilities. When I came to Chicago
in 2010 they were looking for a CEO to turn around
Norwegian Hospital from bankruptcy. I resigned
from a very comfortable role as CEO of Lincoln
Hospital to come to Humboldt Park. Walking
through the community of Humboldt Park, what
attracted me was the Puerto Rican spirit on Division
Street, looking at the flags, looking at the names
of the stores, the activities that were going on. It
was similar to the South Bronx but Humboldt Park
(Continued from page 9)

had a stronger essence of identity with the Puerto
Rican community, and in New York the Puerto Rican
community was a little bit more diluted. When I got
here in 2010 the Governor Pat Quin announced a $3.5
billion cut to the medicaid program, and the majority
of our patients are medicaid recipients, so I forgot
that I was the CEO of the hospital and I became a
community organizer. I contacted José López, Jaime
Delgado, and other leaders here and they helped me
to organize a protest in Springfield. It’s about the
practicality of the situations you are in. I could not
afford to be sitting here with a suit and tie. I needed
to be a community organizer and we did that. My
approach to the kind of work I have done is about
understanding politics, being pragmatic/practical,
being flexible and adapting to circumstances, and not
following traditional roles at all. My approach also
has to do with arriving to New York at 15 years of age
by myself with 20 dollars and I finished high school
on my own, I finished college on my own, I went to
graduate school on my own, and during that period
there were times I didn’t have a place to sleep and
there were times that I didn’t have money to eat. I ate
for a very long time on 25 cents. I could only afford a
15 cent slice of pizza and a 10 cent small coke to the
point that one day they took my cholesterol level, and
it was very high from that diet. I understand poverty,
I understand what is struggling to make ends meet.
I haven been successful in my career, because I was
able to work from the history of who I was and use
what I have today to help other people. I remember
working with Clemente to employ 25-30 students
at the hospital and pair them with professionals in
the fields they were interested in. I think many of
us who are leaders forget that creating opportunities
for people is one of the best things you can do. As a

Puerto Rican man in a position of so called power and
influence I will use whatever power and influence I
have to support this generation of Puerto Ricans and
Latinos.
Q: In a recent interview with Block Club Chicago
you said that “the wellness center is the first part of
a six-phase project aimed at putting hospital land
to better use because the hospital has a significant
number of empty lots in our area, some as big
as a full city block”? It is no secret that with the
hypergentrification taking place in Humboldt Park
right now long term (mainly Black and Brown)
residents are struggling to maintain their housing.
How will Humboldt Park Health’s project for better
land use take into account the longtime residents
of Humboldt Park being pushed out with the rising
costs of housing and property taxes?
A: The master plan for the whole campus
development calls for 300 units of affordable
housing. That certainly will create an impact in
restraining gentrification and the displacement of the
people who live here. Right now although that is in
the master plan we are actually hoping to have the
creation of the first 40 units of affordable housing
even sooner. I am working with Chuy García and
Congressman Davis to secure a meeting with the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development in
Washington to talk about the 300 units of affordable
housing, and how the federal government could help
us. The objective is really getting the funds, because
we have the land to begin that, but we need funds to
build the housing. So, those are the plans for keeping
our community legacy here without being displaced.

La Bodega del Barrio Brings Nutrition Education to the Barrio
By: Armando Nava
La Bodega del Barrio Food Bank provides food
assistance for people who are
affected directly and indirectly
by HIV. Recently, La Bodega
hosted the last of its winter
nutrition/education series.
Thanks to the collaboration of

Dominican University, La Bodega has been able to provide
the community with nutrition/
education classes each month
on topics such as nutritional
snack options, how to boost the
immune system, and healthy
meal preparation at home. Currently La Bodega is working on

having more in person cooking
demonstrations. Classes are
held in person and virtual. Stay
tuned for the spring schedule,
which begins on April 8, 2022.
labodega@prcc-chgo.org 773342-0855
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Youth Empowerment and Employment!
By Clarisa Lopez
The Humboldt Park Youth
Employment & Empowerment Program is
a part of The Puerto Rican Cultural Center,
which is located in the Humboldt Park area.
Our program offers a 12-week workforce
development internship to support youth
who live within the Humboldt Park, Hermosa,
Logan Square, West Town, and BelmontCragin communities, and are between the
ages of 16 - 24. This program provides youth
with 12 weeks of paid work experience,
supplemented by weekly work-readiness
courses that teach them critical workplace
skills and prepare them for entry into the
professional world.
We are accepting all applicants
that meet the criteria, including those who
have no prior
work experience,
provided that they
have not previously
participated in an
Illinois Worknet
program. We
especially welcome
school push-outs
or students at
risk of dropping
out, teen parents, youth in single parent
households, and homeless youth. Through
our partnerships with local businesses in the
community, we introduce youth to diverse
fields of work where they can learn from
independent business owners and industry
professionals for the duration of the 12-week
period. The courses, which go hand in hand
with the work, are created in tandem with a
state-wide curriculum and supplement the
skills that youth will be building in their
worksites. Our instructors have developed an
engaging course that offers career education,
resume & cover-letter building & editing,
life skills education including taxes and
navigation, and educational planning.
In addition, our interns also receive

case management services on a weekly basis.
Participants will meet with their case manager
regularly throughout the duration of the
program where they will receive assistance
and have their questions answered on an asneeded basis.
Once youth have completed
the program they will have the skills
and knowledge necessary to go into the
workforce. Our goal is to provide youth with
permanent employment, re-engagement with
their education, or enrollment in college or
technical programs. Our office will remain
available to graduated youth as a resource
while they continue to develop career goals
and follow their respective paths. We look at
these youth as the future leaders and members
of society and we are excited to help prepare
them for that future.
Qualifications:
In order to qualify for
participation in this program,
the youth must: Be a resident
of the Humboldt Park/West
Town/ Logan Square/Hermosa/
Belmont-Cragin neighborhoods,
be between the ages of 16 to
24 at the time of participation,
have a social security card &
valid form of photo identification, be open &
flexible to various work experiences.
How to apply:
Applications for this program must
be completed in-person at the Humboldt
Park Youth Employment and Empowerment
Program office. Youth must complete a
paper application, as well as have a photo
ID and proof of ability to work in the United
States. If you have any questions about this
opportunity you can contact us:
Email: clarisa_l@prcc-chgo.org
Phone Number: (773) 697 - 3026
Office Address: 2425 W Division St, Chicago
IL 60622
Monday through Friday 10:30 AM - 6:30 PM

PRCC’s COVID Community
Response

By Elijah Reyes
The Chicago COVID-19 Community Response (CCCR)
team of The Puerto Rican Cultural Center (PRCC) is one of thirty
community-based organizations that began at the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic. A united front with Chicago was created
and named the Cook Workplace Partnerships, which includes
the Chicago Department of Public Health. This united front
came as a response to the increased spread of infection, growing
misinformation/conspiracy theories surrounding the vaccine, and
to support minority communities against years of medical mistrust.
And while the CCCR Program has its central office in Humboldt
Park, the team has often traveled to provide its services throughout
Chicago.
The PRCC’s community response team continues to engage
in key canvassing efforts that foster much-needed discussion
around COVID-19. Additionally, the team offered Antigen Rapid
Testing in targeted locations around the city. These outreach efforts
have played a crucial role because they allow the team to interact
directly with people in Chicago’s underserved communities.
Altogether, the response has been effective in its promotion of
community health, spreading fact-based information regarding
COVID-19, and addressing widespread misinformation.
Even if the Centers for Disease Control lowered the
COVID-19 restrictions across the country, it is now more important

(Continue on page 18)
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IWD Panel Tackles: Transphobia, Anti-Blackness, Femicide, and
Practicing Radical
Self Love for Self Preservation
By Xiomara Rodríguez
a crucial clarification that we cannot discuss women’s Professor of Educational Inquiry and Curriculum
The Puerto Rican Cultural Center has
celebrated International Women’s Day since the
early 1980s. Much of the work The PRCC has
accomplished since its founding 50 years ago has
been through the dedication of powerful women
activists, teachers, artists, volunteers, physicians,
and community organizers. It is because of this
dedication on behalf of so many incredible women
that the Women’s Committee of The PRCC began to
celebrate International Women’s Day with an award
ceremony honoring women in our community
who affirm unity, strength, and forge a better, more
livable world for all beings. This year in addition
to the award ceremony, the Women’s Committee of
The Puerto Rican Cultural Center also held a panel
discussion with local Boricua women community
activists focused on addressing the biases that
show up in the women’s liberation movement
and discussing real ways to promote solidarity for
women’s liberation.
The panel discussion was made up of
three panelists: Dr. Marisol Morales (a longtime
Humboldt Park activist who is currently
working in higher education administration
in the area of service-learning and community
engagement), Jayla Padilla (a Trans Health
Facilitator with the Trans Empowerment Center
of The PRCC), and Angela Townsend (Cofounder of Sexpectations Chicago, which is a
Black&Brown led collective providing sexual
health education to Chicago youth). The discussion
that came from this powerhouse panel touched on
the importance of grassroots community organizing,
how to practice self care as Black, Brown, and Trans
women community organizers who face layers of
oppression based on their identies, the failures of
cisgender women to be welcoming of Trans women
in spaces dedicated to women’s liberation, how we
can take inspiration and lessons from the women
community organizers who came before us, and
the importance of celebrating our identities and the
incredible work women community organizers do,
which often goes unseen. The panel concluded with

liberation without centering the experience of Black
trans women. Panelist Jayla Padilla reminded us all
that while Puerto Rico has a staggeringly high rate
of murders of trans women, we must also recognize
that Black trans women are being murdered at
horrific rates in Chicago as well. Everyone at the
International Women’s Day event was called to
take responsibility for how they can work everyday
to make this world, and our community a more
life affirming place for Black trans women as we
continue to fight for the liberation of all.
After the panel discussion, the Women’s
Committee of The PRCC held its annual International
Women’s Day award ceremony, which was inspiring
as we got to hear about our nine honorees and their

work. The Community award went to longtime
Humboldt Park community activist Juanita Garcia
who has been organizing the Annual Paseo Boricua
Parranda for the past 15 years. The Advocacy award
went to Melissa Mark Viverito who is the Chief
Policy Officer of The Puerto Rican Cultural Center,
and has played a key role in organizing to free our
Puerto Rican political prisoners and mobilizing
to get the U.S. Navy out of Vieques. Most recently
Melissa Mark-Viverito has been essential to the
success and continued promotion of the Puerto Rico
Self Determination Act H.R. 2070. The Education
award went to Dr. Isaura Pulido who is an Associate
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Studies at Northeastern Illinois University. Pulido is
a powerful researcher who studies and sheds light
on how multi-layered identities of youth converge
and diverge with the processes of schooling and how
these intersectionalities affect academic achievement.
The Entrepreneur Award went to Michelle Gómez,
Executive Director of Sangria Festival and this
year’s Fiestas Patronales Puertorriqueñas. The
Legislation award went to 33rd ward Alderman
Rossana Rodriguez for her work to champion radical
legislation like the public mental health ordinance
Treatment Not Trauma, which fights to remove police
from mental health crisis responses in Chicago. The
Personal Growth award went to The PRCC’s very
own SCaN-Program Coordinator, Jenise Santiago
who has shown incredible personal growth
making the SCaN youth violence prevention
an incredible success while caring for her ill
father. Two asstounding students from Pedro
Albizu Campos High School were honored with
the Student award. The first was Evelyn Cordón
who was awarded for the incredible resilience
she has shown being one of the child immigrants
who came to the United States in the caravan
after traveling by herself for six months, and
still everyday she comes to school with a heart
of gold ready to learn. The second student was
Amaris Navarro who is another student who
owns what she has been through and has not
allowed the obstacles in her life to get in the
way of her education. The final Sylvia Rivera award
was given to Jayla Padilla for all of her incredible
organizing work. Prior to joining The PRCC, Jayla
was an active youth organizer when she worked to
lead more than 15 workshops to educate youth on
topics of Gender and Sexuality, Restorative Justice,
Know Your Rights, and more. Now with us as a
Trans health facilitator Jayla has added incredible
new dimensions to the Trans Chicago Empowerment
Center. The entire International Women’s Day event
was incredibly inspiring, especially hearing about all
the unsung heroines who make our community such
a special place!
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En celebración desolamente
la Vida
de María Dolores
“Tati” Fernós
está en los cimientos de la OPMT,
la participación de nuestra Patria en el foro no

Por Josefina Pantoja Oquendo (Claridad publicado
originalmente 2/28/22)
Desde el pasado martes 22 de febrero,
las organizaciones defensoras de los derechos
humanos, muy particularmente las que luchamos
por hacer realidad la equidad y la paz con justicia
para las mujeres, hemos sentido una gran tristeza
colectiva. La partida física de la compañera María
Dolores “Tati” Fernós, una de nuestras lideresas
más carismáticas, compañera entusiasta, visionaria,
gran estratega para alcanzar las metas trazadas en
el difícil camino de restarle poder al patriarcado; la
que con la palabra firme y sin rodeos desmontaba los
argumentos que levantaban barreras ante nuestros
reclamos, sin perder la compostura y con la hermosa
sonrisa que la caracterizaba, nos ha traído hermosos
recuerdos de su vida junto a nosotras.
La Organización Puertorriqueña de la Mujer
Trabajadora (OPMT) siente gran orgullo de que Tati
sea una de nuestras fundadoras. En el 1982, promovió
la creación de la OPMT y, desde entonces, militó
continuamente en nuestras filas. Su creatividad,
aportación de ideas y ágil pluma en Mujeres en
marcha, nuestro órgano informativo, dejaron una
huella imborrable, al igual que su alegría en los
encuentros navideños, en los que tocaba el güiro,
con mucha destreza. Uno de sus proyectos preferidos
era el tradicional análisis electoral que hacemos cada
cuatro años, en el cual ella era fundamental para
ponerle el cascabel al gato, hacer propuestas y exigir
rendición de cuentas. Tenía el convencimiento de
que la reivindicación de nuestros derechos y lograr la
equidad de género se haría más difícil en la medida
en que no tuviéramos poder político.
Pero la boricua cuya vida celebramos no

sino que varias de las organizaciones que nos
acompañan hoy la tuvieron a ella entre las
propulsoras de su creación. Así ocurrió con la
Coordinadora Paz para las Mujeres, el Observatorio
de Equidad de Género de Puerto Rico, InterMujeres, la Fundación de Mujeres de Puerto Rico.
Otras recibieron su entusiasta apoyo, como es el
caso de la Casa Protegida Julia de Burgos, de cuya
Junta de Directoras fue parte, y cada diciembre
lograba la mayor cantidad
de donaciones para las ventas
del Bazar Navideño. También
el Movimiento Amplio de
Mujeres, Taller Salud, el Centro
de la Mujer Dominicana.
Recuerdo que fuimos juntas
a la presentación pública de
este último en la iglesia de la
avenida Universidad. Desde
entonces, han pasado muchos
años y el Centro es una
organización sólida. Matria
también tuvo el respaldo
de Tati por considerar el
desarrollo económico y la
independencia de las mujeres
fundamentales para sobrevivir
la violencia de género.
Disfrutaba mucho la cercanía del trabajo con las
más jóvenes pues, como decía, se aprende mucho
de ellas, contagian su energía y mantienen viva la
esperanza de que la lucha para erradicar el discrimen
y la violencia por razón de género tiene futuro.
Por eso, fue consejera de la Asociación de Mujeres
Estudiantes de Derecho y presidió la Junta de
Directoras del Proyecto 85, que se dedica a estudiar
la baja participación de las mujeres en los puestos
políticos electivos y a hacer propuestas para cambiar
esa realidad.
En el 2001, fue recomendada de forma
unánime por las organizaciones para ser la primera
procuradora de las Mujeres. Habíamos recorrido
un largo camino desde que en preparación para
la Quinta Conferencia de la Mujer en Beijing y

gubernamental, ya que por nuestra condición
colonial no podemos hacerlo en el oficial, las ONGs
incorporamos, en el documento que preparamos, la
propuesta de que estableciera en Puerto Rico una
Procuraduría de las Mujeres, una entidad autónoma,
fiscalizadora que no estuviera sujeta a los vaivenes
del partidismo político, cuya dirigenta contara con el
aval de las organizaciones no gubernamentales.
Al llegar a la gobernación la primera mujer en
ocupar dicho puesto, la
señora Sila María Calderón,
quien está presente, se
abrió la oportunidad de que
se creara la procuraduría.
Por supuesto, Tati fue una
de las muchas compañeras
y organizaciones que
promovimos la legislación
necesaria y su cabildeo
para que finalmente
fuera aprobada la Ley
20 del 2001. La querida
compañera Rosa Bell
Bayrón, cuya vida también
celebramos hace unas
semanas en este recinto, y
su amiga Ramonita Berio,
integraron al proyecto de
ley las recomendaciones de Tati y de muchas otras
compañeras.
La procuradora debe ser “…una mujer de
reconocida capacidad profesional e independencia de
criterio que se haya distinguido por su compromiso
en la defensa de los derechos de las mujeres, en la
lucha por la eliminación de todas las manifestaciones
de opresión, marginación y discrimen, por su respeto
a las diferencias y que esté dispuesta a hacer un
análisis continuo de la situación de las mujeres desde
una perspectiva de género”.
Díganme si esta no es una descripción de
nuestra querida compañera. No fue fácil persuadirla
para que aceptara el reto de ser la primera
procuradora de las Mujeres, pero lo hizo y enfrentó el
nada fácil proceso de confirmación.
(Continue on page 16)
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Siendo independentista,
feminista, defensora de que las
mujeres tomen las decisiones sobre su cuerpo y
salud reproductiva, y existiendo en la Legislatura
un machismo, conservadurismo y partidismo
rampante, no las tenía todas consigo. Hizo gala de la
inteligencia, dignidad y valentía que la caracterizaba
y, por sus capacidades y cumplimiento con los
requisitos del puesto, fue confirmada.
El feminismo, las organizaciones de
servicios, la comunidad LGBTQI+ y cada mujer en
esta Patria nuestra tuvimos en el quehacer de Tati
en la OPM importantes avances en los derechos, en
la visibilización de las necesidades de los sectores
vulnerables y propuestas para atenderlas. Su voz
para denunciar el discrimen por género, la violencia
machista y exigir la educación con perspectiva de
género como indispensable solución; su empeño

(Continue on page 15)

de que se reconocieran las aportaciones de las
mujeres en la historia, la continua fiscalización,
comparecencias a la Legislatura para objetar
propuestas perjudiciales para las mujeres o impulsar
las que fueran beneficiosas caracterizaron los casi
siete años de incumbencia en el puesto.
Para tristeza y coraje de las que hoy celebramos su
vida, gran parte del sendero que ella abrió desde la
OPM, se ha cerrado. El partidismo y la mediocridad
lo han cubierto de abrojos. Pero hoy es un día de luz
no de reproches.
La salida de Tati de la OPM, la vuelta a la
cátedra y a múltiples proyectos de gran beneficio
para las mujeres, el amor familiar, especialmente
la alegría que sentía por su amado nieto Bertín,
su activa participación en la OPMT, en las juntas
directivas de fundaciones y organizaciones, llenaron
su vida. La opinión experta y respetada a través
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de los medios de comunicación la hicieron muy
presente en esta Patria que tanto amó.
En lo personal, como amiga, compañera
de tantas luchas-sindicales, políticas, sobre todo,
feministas; como su comadre, acepto que estoy muy
golpeada, pero tan orgullosa de que haya estado
en mi vida desde que nos conocimos en el 1977; y
privilegiada de que me haya permitido acompañarla
desde entonces y hasta el pasado martes.
Como tantas compañeras y personas que la
quisieron, admiraron y respetaron, no hay mejor
forma de honrar a nuestra querida Tati que seguir
su ejemplo y dar continuidad a sus luchas, porque
como bien ella dijo y cito: “El trabajo por las mujeres
sigue hasta que se logre un mundo de igualdad. No
podemos dejar que las fuerzas retrógradas echen
para atrás nuestras grandes victorias”.
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PRCC Mourns The Physical Loss of the Following Beloved Members of our Community:
Ahmed Obafemi: Mi Maestro
By José E. López
As I reflect on the life and work of that
amazing prophet of the New African experience
in the US, Ahmed Obafemi, my memory takes me
back to some indelible moments I spent with himin Chicago, Detroit San Francisco, New York, Los
Angeles, Tierra Amarilla, Alamosa; in Ciudad Juárez,
Mexico and in Ciales, Puerto Rico.
As we moved across this vast geography, as
we engaged in building solidarity for our movements
and imprisoned patriots, Ahmed would engage us
with his mesmerizing story-telling accompanied by
his incredible humility and his selfless personality.
His understanding of his African-ness was
so profoundly ingrained that one day, as we traveled
through the mountains of Puerto Rico, he would
lovingly talk about how much of Africa was in Puerto
Rico- drawing analogies from the homes in the
countryside, to the beautiful landscapes, and to the
sounds and rhythms of the island.
But in our journeys, Ahmed taught me
much more about the resistance and the resilience of
African peoples (particularly of those in the Diaspora)
premised on their intellectual depth. I learned of the
pedagogical importance for enslaved Africans of the
concept of “teachable moments”. No other people on

earth have formed and informed their lives around
the use of time in the context of teaching. Enslaved
Africans were not allowed to gather together; they
had been intentionally separated from those who
spoke their languages, who followed their customs,
who sang their songs, who played their musical
instruments, or told their stories. This began from
the moment of captivity, continued through their
imprisonment in Mina Castle, through their bondage
during the Middle Passage, up to and including the
torturous labor in the plantations. Therefore, every
second these Africans could spend together became
a “teachable moment”. These moments were so
profound that they nourished the African presence
on this hemisphere from Chile to Canada, so much so
that the musical legacy on these two continents have
all been informed by African sounds and rhythms.
More importantly, Ahmed taught me about
the significance of resilience as a virtue of African
people. For example, the importance of domestic
space during the nearly century-long Jim Crow laws.
Domestic space (as bell hooks so well describes in
Yearning as “homeplace”) for Black people in the
South, became the place where they sought healing
from the daily wounds meted out by the Southern
forms of Apartheid.

Gloria Gerena

Por Claridad
La compañera
Gloria Gerena, madre del
patriota Víctor Gerena, y
consecuente luchadora
por la independencia y los
derechos plenos del pueblo
puertorriqueño, falleció
recientemente en Hartford,
Connecticut. La vida
de Gloria fue un ejemplo
de lucha y patriotismo
desinteresado y solidario.
Con compromiso y amor
genuino acogió y protegió
a muchas víctimas de la

persecución política y la
injusticia. Su casa fue centro
de distribución de nuestro
periódico CLARIDAD, en
Hartford y pueblos vecinos,
donde la diáspora boricua se
organizó para luchar por sus

derechos y la independencia
de nuestra patria.
Desde la Junta
Directiva y el Colectivo de
CLARIDAD, Periódico de
la Nación Puertorriqueña,
expresamos nuestras
condolencias a sus
familiares y allegados en
Puerto Rico y la diáspora, y
reconocemos y agradecemos
el respaldo incondicional
que siempre le dio a nuestro
periódico y su ejemplo de
vida con propósito.
¡Hasta siempre compañera!

Ahmed also taught me of the need of African people
in the US to have a well-defined and articulated
space- the Republic of New Africa, but additionally
he taught me how important it was to engage the
most marginalized members of our communities of
color in urban spaces in creating projects for selfdetermination, self actualization, and self-reliance as
carried out by the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement
through its decolonizing efforts.
Indeed, Ahmed Obafemi was my maestro as
we engaged in a continual dialogue about creating
anti-colonial dialogue and practices that truly
challenge historical and structural racism in this
country.

Dr. Yvonne Wilson
By Marvin García
On February 28, 2022,
Dr. Yvonne Wilson, and her
husband both lost their lives in
a tragic hit and run accident. Dr.
Wilson was a well-known pastor
as well as a contributor to the
community. She participated in
the Chicago Connected initiative
with many agencies across the
city, including the staff of the
Community as a Campus.
The Puerto Rican Cultural
Center and the Community as a

lavozdelpaseoboricua.org

Campus honor Dr. Wilson and
her husband Adelbert Wilson,
and we extend our condolences
to their family.
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Pedro Carrau Matías

Rest In Power Joseph Stokes

By Dr. Melissa Lewis
Joseph Stokes, a
former Albizu Campos
Health and Wellness
Teacher and Basketball
Coach, worked here for
years, and was a beloved
member of the Albizu
Campos community. He
will be remembered for
his passion for youth. He
was a fearless advocate for

our students and
they connected
with him on a
deep level. He
would always
say “I would
run through a
brick wall for
Albizu Campos”
because that’s
how loyal he was
to our school
community. Joe
was also a single
father raising
two beautiful
Black boys to
be kind and humble, and
he loved our students like
he loved his sons. Such
an unnecessary tragedy
as Joe was a victim of gun
violence.
Joe was easy-going
with both students and
staff. Staff were continually
uplifted by his willingness
to maintain and build

camaraderie, despite the
challenges of our day-today work. We are reminded
of the times he would host
Cup o’ Joe at La Estancia.
He was respected for
the way he was able to
communicate with our
students and develop a
unique rapport with them.
He made every effort
to engage our students
with music that promotes
more uplifting values
and messages. He never
lost sight of our students’
needs, and was often found
among them – a participant
in their activities such as
basketball, softball, and
dancing.
Joe was a Guide, a
Mentor, and a Friend. We
pray that his family finds
some measure of peace
during this challenging
time.

(Continued from page 11)

than ever that we continue the fight
against COVID-19 here in Chicago.
Another spike may be on the horizon and
the CCCR team continues its campaign to
combat this possibility. The most recent
efforts have proven themselves fruitful,
including, but not limited to, CCCR staff
assigned to the various Chicago City
College Vaccine Pods and the successful
distribution of a major survey about
reactions to COVID 19 conducted by
UIC. These have been major successes
in Chicago’s progression towards herd
immunity and a better understanding of
the opinions and concerns of the Chicago
residents that call this city their home.

And as we continue through 2022,
a new initiative begins to assist parents in
vaccine decisions for their children. The
Chicago COVID-19 Community Response
team will be offering virtual discussions
with parents from select schools to address
any concerns and answer questions
regarding the vaccines, their effectiveness,
and safety in youths. The CCCR team has
been given the opportunity to engage with
the school-age population as a result of
positive Antigen Rapid Testing results in
our schools. The CCCR team is hopeful
this will be another major success in the
battle against COVID-19 and hopefully
another nail in the coffin of the pandemic.

By Jessica Sierra
Pedro Carrau Matías
was a loving husband, father,
grandfather, friend, and neighbor.
He passed away peacefully on
April 1, 2022, in the comfort of his
home, surrounded by family and
loved ones.
Pedro was born in the Sabalos
community of Mayagüez, Puerto
Rico on April 12, 1938, to his
beloved parents, the late Pedro
Carrau Alfonso and Eusebia
Matías de Carrau. In 1955, at age
17, he migrated to Westfield, New
York, with his future father-inlaw and brother-in-law, where
they all found factory work at
Welch’s Grape Juice Company. In
1961, he married his childhood
sweetheart, Urania Castillo, who
in 1959 had come to Westfield
from Puerto Rico with her mother
and siblings to join her father. In
1963, Pedro and his young bride,
then with two children, moved
to Chicago, Illinois, filled with
hope and aspirations, looking for
a better quality of life and new
opportunities. In total, Pedro
and Urania had six children, but
beginning in 1987, they accepted
into their family and raised a
seventh child starting from the
day she was born. In 2021, Pedro
and Eusebia celebrated 60 years of
marriage.
In Chicago, Pedro worked
numerous jobs, and later settled
at Bally Manufacturing Company,
where he proudly worked as a
machine inspector for more than
30 years. He retired in the late
1990s.
He was a proud Puerto Rican man
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with a firm character and a kind
heart. He had an abundance of
love for his children and family
and served as an evangelical
pastor at La Biblia Abierta church
for 15 years. During those years, he
committed his service to prisoners
at numerous jails and prisons and
visited terminally ill patients at
local hospitals. In his free time,
he enjoyed cooking, singing, and
listening to Spanish oldies. In his
later years, he lived in a retirement
building where he knew his
neighbors and made good friends.
He enjoyed spending time with his
fellow senior citizens.
Pedro is survived by three beloved
sons, Pedro Carrau Jr. and his
wife Rufina, Jose Carrau and
his wife, Sarah, Juan Francisco
Carrau and his wife Nilda, and
four daughters, Rosio Carrau and
her partner Eddie, Ana Carrau
and her partner, Urania Carrau
and her partner Adriana, and
Jessica Sierra. In addition, Pedro
leaves behind 15 grandchildren
and 16 great-grandchildren. He
is survived by two dear sisters,
Elena Carrau, Rosa Carrau, and
one brother, Angel Carrau. He
was preceded in death by his
beloved wife Urania (2021), his
brothers Frank Carrau, Juan B.
Carrau, and two sisters, Rafaela
Carrau and Mary Lou Carrau.
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YOUTH VOICES FOR LA VOZ
Albizu Campos Experiences NEIU

By Justalee Solano
My name is Justalee Solano,
and I will be graduating from Dr.
Pedro Albizu Campos Puerto Rican
High School in June 2022. I am
accomplishing finishing high school,
as I thought I couldn’t, and it is
because the motivators at Albizu
Campos are very strong. There is
nothing you cannot ask help for. As

a senior the next question
stood, now what? During
the period of completing
final requirements, I was
asked about my future
steps. It didn’t hit me; I
was about to finally close
an important chapter in
my education. College was
always discussed, but I
never thought it would be
an option. Thankfully, I
was given the opportunity
to take Dual Enrollment classes with
Northeastern Illinois University
at Roberto Clemente Community
Academy. One class in particular,
Philosophy with Dr. Milsky, has been
a pleasure to take so far. The deep
conversations in which we engage is
something much needed. As a young
adult, some things are too taboo to

speak on. Not with this class! You
can be out in the open with your
opinions. There is no judgment, no
right or wrong answer, just a safe
space to think critically. If I wasn’t
given this opportunity, I would’ve
remained quiet with my opinions. I
would’ve thought, “ there’s no way
anyone else can agree with me.” Dr.
Milsky makes you feel welcomed
and that your input matters. From
the beginning, he stated his class
was not a place to offend anyone,
but to include everyone. He is open
to hearing about topics that may be
hard to express in a traditional class
setting. Thank you to everyone who
has helped make this opportunity
possible for me and all of the Dual
Enrollment students!

Are You An Otaku? Podcast Looking
for Guests to Debate

By Marshall Santiago
My name is Marshall, and
I will walk across the stage as a
graduate from Dr. Pedro Albizu
Campos Puerto Rican High School
in June 2022. Last summer, students
decided to start a podcast. The name
of the podcast is “Are You an Otaku?”
This name was chosen because the
name Otaku reminded us of those
people who just watch anime all day.
We started the podcast because we
wanted a place where people who
share the same interests in anime
could discuss it. Marquis and I host
the podcast. Currently, Aaliyah, Luis,

Miguel, and José are regular
contributors. The best part for
me is getting to debate about
anime shows, but also being
able to laugh about things as
well. My goals for the podcast
are to end it off on a good
note and to just enjoy it while
it lasts. Shoutout to Santino
Santiago, a former Albizu
Campos student, who helps us
record and edit every week! We
are always looking for guests
to debate with us, so email us
camposotaku@gmail.com if you
want to join us on an episode.
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Que Raro es este
Sentimiento
Por José Vélez
Qué raro es este
sentimiento,
el sentimiento
por el cual uno
quiere quedarse
pero a la vez
sientes que no,
que debes alejarte
Sentimiento que hace que pierdas la
noción que solo a veces recuperas
escuchando una canción .
Ese sentimiento en el cual piensas y te
sofocas, o como diríamos los jóvenes “
nos vamos en otra”
Sii! en otra, en otra galaxia anda
espaciado, uno tan espaciado que hasta
se le olvida decir ¡gracias!
Gracia a la vida, a los familiares, y a esos
apoyos psicológicos que muchas veces
son nuestras amistades.
Ese sentimiento de duda que hace
aguantarte y nunca logra decir lo que
sientes o si quiera sincerarte.
¡Waaoow, qué raro es este sentimiento!
Cuando no sabes si reír o llorar y a veces
escoges el camino del nisiquiera hablar.
Pensamientos e imágenes que vienen y
van; emociones tan raras que no sabes
explicar y solo te sale el suspirar.
Si vuelvo y le repito que raro es
este sentimiento, lo repito porque
espero algún día poder entenderlo,
sentarme con él para poder
comprenderlo. Comprender el porqué
es este el proceso de debilidad
para poder así llegar a la sanidad.
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U.S. Island Colonies Stand in Solidarity for Self Determination
By Xiomara Rodriguez
Power 4 Puerto Rico held a momentous
panel discussion with representatives from each
of the five island colonies currently “possessed”
by the United States. This historic event was an
unprecedented milestone as it was an intentional
gathering of all US island colonies with the purpose
of expressing their solidarity with one another,
denouncing the evils of unending colonialism, and
demanding their rights to self-determination. Many
do not realize that the United States in the year 2022
continues to possess colonies, nor do they imagine
the horrific human rights violations people in these
colonies suffer because of this reality. For these
reasons, the work of the panel was crucial. It now
brings considerable
attention to the
manufactured
disasters in public
health, housing,
food security,
public safety, and
infrastructure,
which these
island colonies
suffer because of
U.S. colonialism.
Moreover, it was
inspiring to hear
panelists discuss
the building of
achievable pathways to self-determination and
sovereignty for the island colonies. The United States
does a good job at disguising the true, ugly nature
of colonialism. This explains why many people are
not enraged with this unacceptable dehumanizing
institution. Notably, this panel discussion began with
a call out to the United States government, which has
been adamant about denouncing Russia’s invasion
of the Ukraine, while hypocritically is an occupying
military power holding five island colonies: Puerto
Rico, American Samoa, Guahan (Guam), Northern
Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
It was difficult to hear the parallel and
heart-wrenching experiences shared by the island

populations, e.g., how they painfully endure the
manufactured disasters that the U.S. creates inside its
colonies. Maluseu Doris Tulifau, the representative
from American Samoa, highlighted that a
staggering 90% of their population suffers from
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), which include
heart disease, stroke, cancer, diabetes, and chronic
lung disease. Tulifau illuminated how these diseases
are the inevitable consequence of U.S. colonialism.
She said, “When the U.S. came to our countries to
take over our harbors, they imported their foods,
and the type of food they gave to our countries was
the type of food that made sure our people had high
NCDs”. Sommer Sibilly-Brown, founder of the Virgin
Islands Good Food Coalition, struggles to combat this

entirely preventable health crisis in the U.S. Virgin
Islands, however, she made it clear that throughout
the US colonies, the numbers are trending in the
wrong direction. U.S. control of food imports and
local agriculture results in disproportionately higher
rates of heart disease, stroke, cancer, and diabetes.
Sibilly-Brown explained that this stemmed from
the U.S. invasion of the island colonies. When they
took control of their new colonies’ ports and most of
their land, the US also took control of the people’s
diets. In the U.S. Virgin Islands, The U.S. took
control of most of the land suitable for agriculture,
and dedicated this land to growing sugar cane and
pineapple production, which the U.S. then sold as
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exports. To feed the people living in the U.S. Virgin
Islands, they imported cheap, nutrient deficient,
processed foods like white rice, wheat products,
canned goods, etc. This story repeats itself in all
U.S. colonies. Puerto Rico imports more than 80%
of its food, the U.S. Virgin Islands imports more
than 97% of its food, and Sibily-Brown raised the
terrifying consequences of such profound fabricated
dependency and food insecurity when she posed
the scenario that “one ship could come with all
of our food poisoned and everybody in the U.S.
Virgin Islands would cease to exist”. However, this
scenario isn’t that different from the situation we
find ourselves in now. The foods the U.S. exports to
its colonies is in effect killing the people who live
there, it’s just happening
more slowly. Sibily-Brown
observed, “The U.S. uses our
food in the colonies as a war
tactic. It is an act of violence
when you have 40% of a
population that is morbidly
obese, suffering from
hypertension, and cancer,
that didn’t have that issue
one generation ago… People
who were enslaved on sugar
cane fields today in this age
are still enslaved to sugar;
it is just hidden in the coke,
the cereal, and the ketchup.
They just switched the shackles, they switched the
way in which we interact and now it seems invisible
to us. ” This is why she is working hard to promote
local farmers and local food systems in the U.S.
Virgin Islands because she sees food as a vital part
of identity, cultural preservation, sovereignty, and
health.
A generative theme continually raised by the
panel was the bitter reality of life under US military
occupation. Tiara Na’puti, the representative from
Guahan (Guam) explained that The U.S. Department
of Defense is building a high-fire training range
complex, which has already caused the desecration
of an area equivalent to 900 football fields of sacred
(Continue on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20)

lands in Guahan. Na’puti
added that the desecration of sacred lands also
comes with contamination. The U.S Department
of Defense, which is the largest polluting entity on
the planet, already occupies 35% of Guahan and as
a result of that occupation, Guahan has multiple
superfund sites, which are considered by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency as the most toxic
land. Not only did the U.S Department of
Defense single handedly create these superfund
sites, but they also refuse to clean them up. This
is the same story in Vieques, Puerto Rico. After
a long and organized campaign, the Puerto
Rican people successfully expelled the U.S.
Military from Vieques in 2003, after 60 years
of dropping an average of 1,464 tons of bombs
on the island annually. Tragically, the military
refused to clean up the toxic waste when they
left. Now the small island of Vieques has higher
rates of cancer than the entirety of Puerto Rico.
In Guahan, U.S. military construction of a live
firing range is threatening the clean water of
those who live there. Na’puti said “the northern
Guam lens aquaphor supplies 85-90% of the fresh
drinking water on the island, and the operation of
the firing range that they’re constructing will require
the firing of approximately 18,000 bullets a day
near this freshwater resource. And the bullets are not
benign because they contain lead, chemicals, and
heavy contaminants that obviously can leach into
the air and the water”. John “Bolis” Gonzales, the
representative from the Northern Mariana Islands,
explained that the U.S. has never truly cared about
the people of the Northern Mariana Islands, and CIA
documents explain that “essentially the entire part of
Micronesia is strategic military defense for the U.S.
and that is why the U.S. despite our geographical
distance, the separation by water and the ocean, need
to sustain us for the military defense”. However,
the U.S. maintaining defense sites on the Northern
Mariana Islands is not sustaining the population.
Just like in other colonies where there is a U.S.
defense site there is contamination, and on the
Northern Mariana Islands they are still working
to clean up hazardous waste sites left by the U.S.
Department of Defense from more than 50 years
ago. In one of the Northern Mariana Islands,

Saipan, they continue to have millions of pounds
of unexploded bombs, artillery shells, grenades,
bullets and other munitions left over from World
War II! This is why it is so important to go beyond
referring to these public health crises on the island
colonies as U.S. government neglect because they
are truly U.S. manufactured disasters. The U.S.
government is aware of the consequences of its

activities, but they do not care about the well-being
of the people inhabiting their island colonies. In
addition to its disregard for the welfare of those
living in the colonies, U.S. colonialism permits the
government to commit revolting violations of basic
and internationally recognized human rights.
The panel ended with all representatives
discussing what self-determination means to them
and to the island from which they came. It was
inspiring to hear the visions the panelists shared
about paths to sovereignty for islands that have
endured forced dependency for so long. Sommer
Sibilly-Brown discussed the importance of food
sovereignty in the process of self-determination.
She got specific saying, “If we are ever to consider
separating ourselves from our colonizers, one of the
things we have to consider is what percentage of our
food can we grow, what are the regional relationships
necessary, how do we keep ground water, how
much fresh water supply does an 84 square mile
island have to support the growing of food, what
is the appropriate land management practice in
order to keep the land healthy to grow over time,
what is the currency of exchange, and what will be
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the rate of which we pay for food”. At first glance
these considerations may seem overwhelming, but
the panel revealed how truly capable the island
colonies are of becoming self-determined because
despite the continual U.S. manufactured disasters
that the islanders endure, their communities
continue to collectively respond to these disasters
while receiving virtually no support from the U.S.
government already. The big takeaway from
the panel discussion was that although the
island colonies may be small in size, they are
powerful forces, and we are all stronger when
we are in intentional solidarity with each other.
Sibilly-Brown issued a call to action for everyone
to remember the island colonies, learn more
about them, and see if there are ways you can
support their right to self-determination. She
ended her remarks with, “When you hear of
legislation or anything that is happening that
affects everyone, bring us in. Ask: I wonder what
this means for the U.S. Virgin Islands, I wonder
what this means for Guam, I wonder what this
means for American Samoa, and you can also
ask your local representatives those questions”.
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Honoring Transgender Day of Visibility and Being Visible Always!
By Jayla Padilla
On March 31st, 2022, the Lisa Isadora Cruz
Trans Chicago Empowerment Center staff opened its
doors to people of transgender experience and allies
to celebrate the annual Transgender Day of Visibility.
The purpose of this day is to celebrate transgender
people and to raise awareness of discrimination
faced by transgender people worldwide, as well
as a celebration of the efforts and contributions
towards liberation and human rights for the
trans community.
We started off with a brief education
piece by Lisa I. Cruz herself, whom this very
center is named after. Followed by a short
calling of previous trans advocates who have
dedicated their activism towards the liberation
of transgender people. Transgender symbols
such as Marsha P. Johnson, Sylvia Rivera, and
Christina Hayworth who all dedicated their
lives to being visible and unafraid to speak
on the harsh realities transgender people faced.
It’s important to know too that Sylvia Rivera and
Christina Hayworth were both proud Puerto Rican
transgender women and have led important efforts
towards LGBTQ+ human rights.
After, came Trans Chicago Empowerment
Center’s first panel discussion, “Being Visible:
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow” with the purpose

of bringing everyone’s attention to the following:
1) making it clear that there is an impact and
importance in being visible in a cisgender normative
world, 2) to bring awareness to the barriers
transgender people have faced in the past and what
barriers are still present to this day, and lastly 3) to

By Vincent Grey
On Saturday, February 19, 2022, The
Trans Empowerment Center celebrated its second
installment of Pillars: Trans & POC Market where
they welcomed five new vendors of color and
trans experience. This was held at the Lisa Isadora
Cruz Transgender Empowerment Center at 2753 W
Division St.
What is Pillars Market? It is a space for POC
vendors and artists of trans experience. The pillar
is a symbol of support, stability, and strength. Trans
artists and vendors are currently in need of support.
Therefore, the purpose of the Pillars Market is to
create space for Black and Brown trans folks to
showcase their work, and create more visibility of
the small businesses owned by these communities.

Pillars not only represents the trans vendors and
artists who are the strong foundations of the
community by providing their practices and art,
but it also represents the people welcomed into the
space to be pillars themselves by buying and helping
the vendors and artists grow.
This time we welcomed five new vendors
of color and trans experience and brought on two
vendors from the first Pillars. Come to Pillars where
you will be guaranteed to find your next favorite
painting, home decoration, next set of jewelry and
accessories, or a new blend of handmade herbal tea.
Our next Pillars installation will be March 26, 2022
at 2:00 PM. We look forward to seeing you there!

talk about action steps allies can take to ensure they
are protecting transgender people’s rights to exist.
This panel was moderated by myself, Jayla X. Padilla
(Social Media Specialist and HIV tester at T.E.C) and
invited Milani Varela(CALOR-AIDS), Niya Moná
(Brave Space Alliance), Xay Dé Fisher (Chicago
House and Social Service Agency), and Emily Jade
Aguillar (Communities United) to speak on the panel.

Lastly, we closed out the evening with drag
performances by Sorraya Dash and Nisa Conde,
both people of trans experiences. Personally, as a
young trans Latina doing this work, I realized how
important it is to be in community now more than
ever. It is a great accomplishment to be able to
organize and curate these spaces for transgender
people. Seeing the smiles, the laughs, and the love
going around in the room is fulfilling. Visibility,
and being present is something that will not be
stolen from trans people. Although we celebrate
such an important day once a year, being trans
and living our truth happens every single day.
Please, to readers wondering how to embrace
your trans loved ones, ask them how you can best
embrace us and love us for who we’ve always been.
This summary is written in Honor of the
three trans women who were murdered in the
month of March 2022. Africa Otero (26), Tatiana
Labelle (33), and Elise Malary(31)
Special Thanks to the Trans Chicago
Empowerment Center team Lisa I Cruz, Maya
Lozano, Kamill Torres, Vincent Grey, and Donte
Harris. Huge appreciation to Daniel Méndez
(Associate Director of Public Health Initiatives) and
José E. López (CEO of Puerto Rican Cultural Center)

Second Installment of Pillars: Trans & POC Market
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Chicago’s Mayor Visits ¡WEPA! Mercado del Pueblo

By Xiomara Rodríguez
This year Chicago’s Mayor Lori Lightfoot decided
to visit all 77 community areas across Chicago
with a citywide bus tour – exploring our city’s
great neighborhoods and community based
entrepreneurship. One of the stops on this citywide
bus tour was Humboldt Park’s very own ¡WEPA!
Mercado del Pueblo. During Lightfoot’s visit to
¡WEPA! Mercado del Pueblo she met with all the
vendors of the Mercado, talked with the former
Mayor of San Juan; Carmen Yulin Cruz, was gifted
a special Puerto Rico painted fedora, and saw the
mural on Rockwell Street dedicated to Puerto Rican
and Palestinian solidarity.
The business incubator program operated by
The Puerto Rican Cultural Center at ¡WEPA! Mercado
del Pueblo has become a shining example for how

to support community based and
culturally informed entrepreneurship,
particularly in communities that have
endured decades of disinvestment by
the city of Chicago, like Humboldt Park.
Systemic disinvestment, redlining,
police brutality, and more recently
gentrification have been major barriers
for entrepreneurs in Humboldt Park and
in many Black and Brown communities
throughout Chicago. Part of the goal
of this bus tour is for city leaders and
cabinet members to highlight the
investments they are now making in
historically disinvested communities
with the hopes of supporting local
Black and Brown businesses. To repair
the harm done by the City of Chicago’s decades of
disinvestment in Black, Brown, and Indigenous
communities there needs to be a deeper conversation
about reparations paid by the City of Chicago. At the
same time the city’s investment in ¡WEPA! Mercado
del Pueblo and the Chicago Business Center program
the city operates out of the Mercado have become
major resources for our local entrepreneurs.
The aim of the business incubator program
at ¡WEPA! Mercado del Pueblo is to become a
stepping stone for the vendors and provide a
support system so they can transition from vendors
to brick and mortar business owners on Paseo
Boricua. The program already has one success story
with Paseo Boricua’s newest restaurant; Janellie’s
Kitchen located at 2617 W. Division Street. Janellie

started as a vendor at the Mercado and with free
business advising and support provided to her by
the Business Initiatives of The Puerto Rican Cultural
Center she now has her own brick and mortar
restaurant. However, ¡WEPA! Mercado del Pueblo is
a resource for more than just the vendors who sell
there. The Chicago Business Center at the Mercado
is available to all community members Monday
through Friday 9:00 AM-5:30 PM, and brings
City of Chicago resources like business licensing
assistance, professional development, and other city
resource support for small businesses directly to the
community.
Recently they held a major event right in
the Chicago Business Center office at the Mercado
del Pueblo
to provide
City Key
IDs to
anyone
interested.
Nearly 100
community
members
showed
up to
access this City Key ID event at Mercado
service, and
remained
to partake in the community atmosphere, beautiful
artisanry, and delicious treats you can always find at
¡WEPA! Mercado del Pueblo. Please contact Sergio
Anariba sergioa@prcc-chgo.org 773-698-7233.

Stacy Epps DeStefano Shares her Knowledge of Client Centered Case
Management from Working with Vida/SIDA for Years
By: La Voz Staff
The case manager is the
hub that coordinates, manages,
links, advocates for, and supports
the client in their quest to maximize their quality of life and
achieve independence.

A case manager should
possess the knowledge, skills, and
attitudes that prepare them to
provide services that focus on the
foundational understanding of
client-centered care. It is essential
that case managers engage in on-

going training as responsibilities
and duties are always evolving.
The mission is to meet the client’s
needs while building their strength
to “Live and Help to Live.”

lavozdelpaseoboricua.org

24

ABRIL/MAYO 2022

SAVE THE DATES!

CELEBRATE OUR PUERTO RICANESS
44th

Puerto Rican

People’s Day Parade
Sat. June 11. 22

2:00pm
on

Division St.

(From Campbell to
Sacramento)

Paseo Boricua
Celebrating 50 Years

Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos
Puerto Rican High School

(1973-2022)
For parade entry and participation email:

prpeoplesparade@prcc-chgo.org
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