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ABOUT LA VOZ:

The most recent manifestation of
Puerto Rican journalism in Chicago, La
Voz del Paseo Boricua proudly continues in the legacy of our community’s
previous newspapers. Founded in 2004,
La Voz del Paseo Boricua, or simply ‘La Voz’ as it is affectionately
called by our readers, is a grassroots bilingual periodical published
by the Juan Antonio Corretjer Puerto Rican Cultural Center. We
report on stories relevant to our community on a bimonthly basis,
disseminating news about local events, programs, resources, and developments. As an alternative source of media, we seek to acknowledge the achievements of the Puerto Rican community at large and
to advocate for the preservation of the heart of our barrio in Humboldt Park - our “pedacito de patria” in Chicago.

SOBRE LA VOZ:
La más reciente manifestación del periodismo puertorriqueño
en Chicago, La Voz del Paseo Boricua continúa orgullosamente el
legado de nuestros primeros periódicos. Fundado en 2004, La Voz
del Paseo Boricua, o ‘La Voz’ según se le conoce cariñosamente por
nuestros lectores, es un periódico de pueblo, publicado de manera
bilingüe por El Centro Cultural Puertorriqueño Juan Antonio Corretjer. Bimensualmente, divulga historias relevantes de nuestra comunidad, diseminando noticias sobre acontecimientos, programas,
recursos, y progresos locales. Como fuente alternativa de medios,
intentamos reconocer los logros de la comunidad puertorriqueña al
igual que abogar por la preservación del corazón de nuestro barrio
Humboldt Park – nuestro “pedacito de patria” en Chicago.

@PRCC.Chicago

lavoz@prcc-chgo.org

@prccchgoOrgYT

@jacprcc

773-394-4935

La Bodega del Barrio’s Summer Health
Education Series a Success!
By Leony Calderón
La Bodega del
Barrio Food Bank assists
people who are affected
directly and indirectly
by HIV and families in
need of food assistance.
La Bodega successfully
concluded hosting its last
Health Education/Nutrition
Summer Series. Thanks
to the collaboration with
UI Health, La Bodega has
provided the community
with all around nutrition
education during the
summer of 2022. Fall Health
Education/Nutrition series
schedule coming soon!

@prcc-chgo
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Community as Intellectual Space Symposium:

Community, LSC, and School
Decolonial Praxis and Chicago’s Paseo Boricua Work Together to Win $150,000
“Makeover” Grant for
Features Amazing Puerto Rican Intellectuals
Celebrating 50th Anniversary- Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos High School Roberto Clemente Community
Academy Library
By: Laura Johnson
development, and arts and culture. Program
The “Community as Intellectual Space:
Decolonial Praxis and Chicago’s Paseo Boricua” Symposium took place on Paseo Boricua
9/23-9/24. This powerful symposium gathered
more than 100 scholars, community leaders, teachers, cultural
workers, students, and
youth from Illinois,
New York, California,
Ohio, Texas, and Puerto Rico to celebrate 50
years of the founding
of Dr. Pedro
Albizu Campos High
School and
the broader
work of The
Puerto Rican
Cultural Center. The event
was funded
by a Spencer
Foundation
small conference grant,
and co-organized by Dr. Jonathan Rosa (Stanford University) and Dr. Laura Ruth Johnson
(Northern Illinois University), in collaboration
with leaders and staff at The Puerto Rican
Cultural Center. Day 1 began with a community tour led by José López, Executive Director
of The Puerto Rican Cultural Center. Leaders
and staff of community organizations facilitated workshops on critical topics that included
health, education, business and economic

participants learned of unique models and
approaches that have been developed and
implemented on Paseo Boricua to address
pressing community issues. Attendees ended the evening dining at local
restaurants. Day 2 began kicked
off with a plenary session with
speakers Dr. Antonia Darder
(Loyola Marymount University)
and Dr. Yarimar Bonilla (Center
for Puerto Rican Studies) who
provided their insights on the
legacy of Paseo Boricua and
made intriguing
connections to
their own intellectual and theoretical
work. Panels composed of scholars
and community
leaders addressed
issues such as
building sustainable communities
of resistance, decolonizing education,
and rethinking
community-university partnerships. Moreover,
the panels engaged participants in robust
discussions of a variety of issues critical to the
building and maintenance of a community.
Organizers viewed the event as a success and
now look forward to continued dialogue on
the role of communities as intellectual spaces.
Day 2 of the event was live streamed/recorded
and can be viewed at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=dgAy1eosMwg

lavozdelpaseoboricua.org

By Juanita García
It is with
much joy that we
announce that
Roberto Clemente
Community
Academy has
won the grand
prize of $150,000
in Heart of
America’s “Cloud
Cuckoo Land
Library
Makeover Transformation” national contest. This
win was made possible by all who voted for us- the
thousands of people from Puerto Rican and progressive
communities in Chicago and across the country who
support and love Humboldt Park, its residents, and
their history of struggle. A special shout-out to our
dedicated, persistent, and passionate librarian Andie
Townhouse who spearheaded this effort. Clemente
is a neighborhood school that serves 600 students;
when our community comes together, its power is
unmatched. Of the 10 finalists who represented schools
across the U.S., Clemente received 7,000 votes, almost
half of the total votes cast, 16,500, in the competition,
which was open to public and private elementary and
high schools throughout the
country.
Thank you to everyone who voted for
Clemente— those who respect and uplift the Clemente
community: students, families, faculty, staff, and
administration. Your continued support is needed and
appreciated. The ribbon-cutting ceremony is slated for
November 9, 2022. Follow us on Twitter for the latest
happenings @rccachicago and on Instagram
@Clemente_Library.
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PRCC Convokes Press Conference Illinois Latino leaders to Denounce former LA Council President’s Racist Remarks
example of Harold
Facts & Fiction on the SAFE-T ACT: There is no Purge Law!
Washington
to show how
Latinx and Black Communities Unite to Vote on November 8th

By Xiomara
Rodríguez
On October
12th, Illinois Latinx
leaders held a
press conference
to denounce Los
Angeles city council
member Nury
Martinez’s racist,
anti-Indigenous,
homophobic
comments and
demand Los
Angeles council
members address
their wrongdoings.
The press
conference was
called by former
Congressman Luis
Gutiérrez, Puerto
Rican Agenda
members, and
leaders of Chicago’s
Black community;
Senate Black Caucus
Chair Robert
Peters and State
Representative
Lamont Robinson.
During the press
conference, former
Congressman Luis

Gutiérrez explained
that when he
heard the offensive
comments made
by Nury Martínez
and other Latinx
city officials he
called his friend
State Representative
Lamont Robinson
and said they
needed to hold this
press conference
to show solidarity
between the
Black and Latinx
communities of
Chicago. Gutiérrez
mentioned multiple
times during the
press conference
the fact that he
was only able to
achieve his position
as Congressman
because of the Black
civil rights leaders
who put their lives
on the line to fight
for the Civil Rights
Act and for the
Voting Rights Act.
Multiple leaders
brought up the

much we can
accomplish when
Black and Latinx
communities
work in solidarity.
Latinx leaders
like Senator
Cristina Pacione
Zayas and Puerto
Rican Agenda CoChair Jessie Fuentes
called on Chicago’s
Latinx community
to recognize and
repair the antiBlackness within
the Latinx culture,
and discussed
the internalized
colonialism and
self-hatred shown
by Nury Martínez’s
comments.
Congressman Jesús
“Chuy” García
called for a process
of restorative
justice, and multiple
leaders during the
press conference
mentioned the
reparations owed
to Black and Latinx
people in the
United States as a
reminder of how
important it is for
our communities
to keep fighting
together until the
sins of the past have
been atoned for.

During the press
conference Senate Black
Caucus Chair Robert Peters
gave a passionate speech
referencing the many shows
of solidarity seen in 2020
after the police murder of
George Floyd, and he called
on the Latinx community
to continue those shows
of solidarity now. In
particular, Peters brought
up the disinformation
campaign politicians have
been mounting against
the SAFE-T Act, and called
on Latinx community
leaders to denounce this
misinformation campaign,
and stand with the Black
Caucus to protect this pivotal
criminal justice reform
law. This disinformation
campaign has called the
SAFE-T Act the “Purge Law”,
and Republican elected
officials and their allies have
incessantly spread myths,
half-truths, and intentional
falsehoods about the SAFE-T
Act, like State’s Attorney Jim
Glasgow who said dozens of
people accused of murder
will be released from his
county’s jail as soon as the
law goes into effect. Most
recently there have been
racist yard signs reading
“Don’t let Black Caucus
Write Our Laws”, which
emphasizes that this fearbased propaganda is about
more than just the policy;
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it is an active investment in
dehumanizing people from
oppressed communities in
order to bolster support for
oppressive state violence
in the forms of carceral
systems as a false promise
of control. The truth is “the
SAFE-T Act will abolish
cash bail across the state.
Once in effect, a defendant
can only be detained in jail
pretrial if they’re
charged with specific
types of felonies,
such as murder
and sexual assault,
and if prosecutors
prove to a judge
that a defendant is a
flight risk or “poses
a specific, real, and
present threat to
any person or the
community.” Please
see the fact sheet on
the SAFE-T Act for
more information.
The press conference
ended with words
from The Puerto
Rican Cultural
Center’s Executive
Director, José E.
López as he reminded
the audience that
history does not
repeat itself, but
historical problems
insist on being
resolved. The
comments made
by Nury Martínez

are rooted in the much
deeper historical problem
of colonialism that we must
all work to resolve. The
conference ended with the
quote from W.E.B. Du Bois,
“The Nation has not yet
found peace from its sins”,
and a call to action to Black
and Latinx communities to
work together and recognize
our real enemy.
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Llevan Protesta a La Fortaleza por las Personas que Continúan Sin
Electricidad y por el Contrato de LUMA
Por Adriana Díaz Tirado, El Nuevo Día
La manifestación fue punto de encuentro
de diversos reclamos contra el gobierno de Pedro
Pierluisi
Más de 200 personas llegaron este
viernes frente a La Fortaleza exigiendo la
cancelación del contrato de LUMA Energy, al
denunciar que todavía hay personas en la isla sin
servicio de energía eléctrica, algunos que llevan
27 días a oscuras desde que pasó el huracán
Fiona por Puerto Rico.
“Todo Puerto Rico está sufriendo de la
injusticia. Este país con todo el dinero que tiene,
se debe haber establecido ya el servicio. No
podemos permitir esto para los envejecientes,
las doñitas. Servimos al país y nos merecemos
ahora estar tranquilas. Nada sirve hoy en
día. Trabajamos por unos beneficios, y hoy
están peores”, expresó Aurora Vázquez López,
portavoz de Las Doñis, un grupo de mujeres en
edad avanzada que nació en respuesta a la crisis
luego del huracán Fiona.
De acuerdo a LUMA Energy, ya 1,459,385
(99%) de clientes a nivel isla ya contaban hasta
ayer, jueves, con energía. Ese 1% representa
alrededor de 8,494 de clientes, según el portal
poweroutage.us.
La manifestación, convocada por
diferentes grupos y figuras públicas mediante
las redes sociales, reunió diversos reclamos
hacia el gobierno de Pedro Pierluisi, todos bajo
la consigna: “El pueblo se levantó. El abuso
se acabó”. La protesta también fue espacio de
desahogo para los asistentes, los cuales gritaban y
marcharon al ritmo de Taller Palenque.
“Hoy y siempre, lucharé por mi país”, leía
el cartel de una niña junto a sus padres frente a
la línea de piquete en la Calle Fortaleza, conocida
coloquialmente como “Calle Resistencia”.
Los reclamos iban dirigidos a señalar
la falta de servicios esenciales como la energía
eléctrica, problemas de desplazamiento de
comunidades alrededor de la isla, justicia
(Continued on page 7)

lavozdelpaseoboricua.org

OCTOBER 2022/NOVEMBER 2022
(Continued from page 8)

ambiental, educación, entre
otros temas. Otros mensajes
en las pancartas señalaban
la precaria situación de la
Universidad de Puerto Rico
y los futuros profesionales.
“No me quiero ir”, leía un
cartel.
Por su parte, el
gobernador compartió
ayer que solicitó a LUMA
Energy que hiciera cambios
en la alta gerencia de
la compañía con el fin
de mejorar el servicio
energético que reciben
los puertorriqueños. No
obstante, no precisó si
se refería directamente a
Wayne Stensby, presidente
y CEO de LUMA Energy.
Los manifestantes
también protestaron en

rechazo la propuesta de
la Junta de Supervisión
Fiscal del cargo de $23
mensuales en la factura de
la luz por un periodo de 50
años para pagar la deuda
de la Autoridad de Energía
Eléctrica (AEE).
“Esta crisis
energética está mostrando
la diferencia de quiénes
ven el acceso a la
electricidad como un
derecho y quiénes lo ven
como un negocio. Tenemos
que ir transicionando
para la energía solar, pero
tenemos una compañía
como LUMA, que lo ve
como un negocio, porque
no es costoefectivo
para ellos”, denunció la
senadora de Movimiento

Victoria Ciudadana (MVC),
Ana Irma Rivera Lassén.
La legisladora
también criticó que el
consorcio siga comparando
el efecto de Fiona, huracán
categoría 1, con el de
María, que fue categoría
5 en el 2017. “Son
comparaciones para seguir
excusando la ineficiencia”,
dijo Rivera Lassén.
El Senado aprobó
anoche el Proyecto del
Senado 1053 que crea un
fondo de estabilización del
sistema eléctrico de Puerto
Rico para neutralizar
futuros aumentos tarifarios.
Por su parte,
el líder comunitario de
residentes del Viejo San
Juan, Reinaldo Segurola,
tambíen se unió a la
manifestación porque está
cansado del “abuso”.
“Todas las
comunidades estamos
hartos de lo que está
pasando, y no podemos
quedarnos en las gradas
observando cómo se nos
va el futuro y como la
gente que elegimos no
nos representa.Tenemos
que hacer democracia
participando en la calle”,
compartió Segurola.
A las 4:00 p.m.,
todavía personas llegaban
a protestar frente a La
Fortaleza en contra del
contrato de LUMA.
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Puerto Rican Group in Chicago Calls for Action After Hurricane Fiona Cuts
Down Power in the Island. ‘It feels like Groundhog Day,’ Alderwoman Says.

By Adriana Pérez for Chicago Tribune
With the backdrop of a 59-foot Puerto
Rican flag made of steel in Humboldt Park’s Paseo
Boricua, local elected officials and community
leaders called for action Tuesday after Hurricane
Fiona hit Puerto Rico, which made landfall over
the weekend — shortly after the fifth anniversary of
Hurricane Maria.
In 2017, the Puerto Rican Agenda of
Chicago led relief efforts for the island, landing
a plane with essential supplies in Puerto Rico,
opening a welcoming center for displaced families
and providing $600,000 in microgrants to over
50 Puerto Rican towns, according to co-chair Jessie
Fuentes.
“The Puerto Rican Agenda is ready to act
once again,” Fuentes said under the scorching late
morning sun to a crowd of community members,
some of whom were from Puerto Rico or had family
there, as they cheered and clapped while holding
small Puerto Rican flags.
“Many of us will not be able to remove the
image of the bridge in Utuado that was just built
after Hurricane Maria being ripped from its very
roots by a landslide,” Fuentes added. “The people
of Puerto Rico need our support, they need our
solidarity. But more importantly, they need the
money. And I cannot emphasize that enough.”
The call came as many have criticized the
lack of media coverage about the natural disaster

that left many on the island without power or
running water.
“Visibility matters. (Monday) we learned
more about Queen Elizabeth’s funeral than
we all care to know,” Fuentes said. “We must
understand fully what’s happening with
Puerto Rico, we must create that visibility so
that we can demand for recovery and we can
demand for resources.”
Former congressman Luis Gutierrez said
that when his plane left Puerto Rico on
Saturday, the skies were clear and the sun was
shining. Less than 12 hours later, a tropical
storm that hit the island became Hurricane
Fiona at the very last moment.
“We have to understand that global warming
is real. It’s affecting the world. And we see the
impact of global warming on Puerto Rico,” Gutierrez
said.
Ald. Roberto Maldonado, 26th, spoke to
the unity that the Puerto Rican people demonstrate
when disaster hits.
“Even with our own deep, internal political
differences, when it comes to times like this, we
come together for the greater good,” Maldonado
said. “So, political differences aside, we’re here to do
the right thing for our brothers and sisters back in
Puerto Rico.”
Many speakers referred to LUMA, the
private company in charge of power distribution
in Puerto Rico, expressing disbelief with what they
called an inability to build a resilient electrical
grid for the island. They also called on the U.S.
government to investigate the company.
“Yes, we should look into what is going
on with the privatization of our energy system.
But we should also look at why is it that nearly a
billion dollars sit idly in the Treasury of the United
States and hasn’t been sent to the people of Puerto
Rico,” Gutierrez said, referring to aid money in the
aftermath of Hurricane Maria.
In Spanish, Gutierrez also called on local
and state governments to express solidarity with

Puerto Rico as they did when Hurricane Maria hit.
“There’s nothing closer to my heart than the people
of Puerto Rico, than the island that saw my wife,
Soraida, being born, that saw my grandparents
being born, and all my predecessors: my father
and mother. I carry that island here in my heart,”
he said, putting a hand over his chest. “And I ask
all of you who are proud to be Puerto Rican — as
they should be — to in this time of need donate and
contribute.”
Gov. J.B. Pritzker released a statement
Monday in solidarity with Puerto Ricans on the
island and in Chicago.
“We must all do more to recognize our duty
to those in Puerto Rico; to draw attention to these
crises not only because they are tragic, but because
too often Puerto Ricans are not allowed to speak for
themselves,” the statement read. “We must recognize
at root that their inequitable place in this nation will
push them to the sides. We stand with you.”
“Illinois has a large and vibrant community
of Puerto Rican people, and I know many of these
people are worrying about family and friends
hundreds of miles away today. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you.”
Pritzker also said the state will offer all
the help necessary to hurricane victims, noting the
recent reception of asylum-seekers and migrants
coming to Illinois from the southern U.S. border.
“Illinois is not in the business of turning
away those in need, and we will continue to
welcome these travelers and any Puerto Rican
climate refugees seeking a safe place to land with all
our available resources,” he said.
At the news conference, Aileen Velazquez,
Chicago’s chief procurement officer, expressed
grief on behalf of Mayor Lori Lightfoot and her
colleagues for those affected by Category 3 Fiona.
“The city has a strong long-standing
connection with the Puerto Rican communities and
we are committed to working together,” she said.
Ald. Rossana Rodriguez, 33rd, and
Democrats from Chicago state Sen. Cristina Pacione(Continued on page 11)
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Zayas and state Rep. Delia
Ramirez, who is running for
the new 3rd Congressional
District, spoke about the
repetitiveness of natural
disasters on the island and
what they referred to as a lack
of response to the demands of
Puerto Ricans .
“One of my mentors
right here, from this
community, has always said
that history does not repeat
itself but historical problems
insist on being resolved,”
said Pacione-Zayas. “It’s
unfortunate that five years
later, practically to the date,
we are here, talking about
the same things, making
the same demands. It was
once said that if you do the
same thing over and over
again and expect a different
outcome that is the definition
of insanity. That’s what we’re
experiencing right now.”
Pacione-Zayas
said Hurricane Fiona is
not the only disaster the
island, which she called a
modern-day U.S. colony, is
experiencing at the moment.
“The people of
Puerto Rico have never been
able to be self-determined.
All of their structures have
to be channeled through the
federal government,” she
said. “And it has been over
two decades (that) we’ve been
experiencing a fiscal crisis
that stripped away any of
our ability to properly plan
and effectively implement a
strategy to address what we
know is true and that climate

change is real.”
The state senator also
mentioned the displacement
of thousands of people after
Hurricane Maria.
“This is a
humanitarian crisis,” PacioneZayas. “And this is a travesty
that we have to continue to
organize our dollars, our
people, our messaging to get
this information out and to
do what is rightfully entitled
to the people of Puerto Rico,
and that is to preserve their
humanity and dignity.”
Rodriguez, who grew
up in Puerto Rico, remembers
protesting a lack of access
to water when she was as
young as 6 years old. People
are used to being without
power and having no access
to clean water on the island,
Rodriguez and Pacione-Zayas
said.
“I have a message for
everybody from the people of
Puerto Rico, from my family,
from my neighbors: They’re
exhausted. It feels like
Groundhog Day,” Rodriguez
said.
Puerto Ricans are
now helping one another,
feeding neighbors sancocho,
or beef stew, she added.
“They are there for each
other,” she said. “And I
think that one of the most
important things that we can
do at this point is to support
them as they do that, because
they know exactly what
they’re doing.”
Sol Cordero, who has
been living in Humboldt Park

since she was a young girl,
has a sister and nieces living
on the island. They’re safe
but communication not been
consistent because of the
power being out, she told the
Tribune.
“They’re doing OK.
But they don’t have light.
They don’t have water. And
they’re just trying to stay
united,” Cordero said. “They
live all together in the same
barrio or in the same town.
So, they’re trying to all
stay together and help one
another.” During Hurricane
Maria, she said, she was
unable to contact her sister
for the first few days.
“I think that one was
a little bit worse because that
one we were not able to hear
from them for a couple of
days,” Cordero said. “So, as
soon as I got the call from
her, I started crying. And it’s
making me emotional right
now because it comes back.”
The National
Museum of Puerto Rican
Arts and Culture and the
Puerto Rican Cultural Center
will also be coordinating
fundraising efforts with
Puerto Rican Agenda.
“We can’t be
duplicating efforts. We all
have to be on the same page
on this. So, we are going to
take care of the immediate
needs,” said Billy Ocasio,
director of the museum.
For more information
on donations, visit Puerto
Rican Agenda’s website at
puertoricanchicago.org
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Chicago Boricua’s 3 R’s For
Puerto Rico Delivers Once Again
Following Hurricane Fiona:
Puerto Rican Agenda
and NMPRAC say ¡Presente!
Less than a month after
Hurricane Fiona, the
Puerto Rican Agenda
of Chicago has given
micro-grants to multiple
groups on the ground in
Puerto Rico responding
to the needs of Puerto
Ricans, building on
the relationships
established through the 3 R’s for Puerto Rico Campaign started after
Hurricane Maria. The Puerto Rican Agenda gave the Municipio
Autonomo de Comerío a micro-grant of $2500. The Puerto Rican
Agenda and NMPRAC donated $3500 each to the groups of Señorio
Cultural and Comité Pro Nuestra Cultura. A $3000 donation
went to Organización Puerto Rico Somos Gente, which covers the
Western part of Puerto Rico from Aguadilla to Cabo Rojo.

UrbanTheater Company is Back!
Evolution of Sonero;
The Hottest Ticket in Town
By Ivan Vega
After a long two and a
half years without producing a
show in our storefront theater,
UrbanTheater Company
returned with a sold out run
of the Midwest Premiere,
Evolution of a Sonero, written
and performed by Flaco Navaja
and directed by Miranda
González. The band, known
as The Razor Blades, featured some of the best musicians in
town. Our production was a part of the 5th Destinos Chicago
International Theater Festival, which was dedicated to the life
and legacy of Myrna Salazar. A big thank you to our friends,
family, and community for welcoming us back with open arms!
We love and appreciate you all!
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NMPRAC Sponsors ENGAGE Conference and 6th Annual Raíces Gala:
A Riveting and Immersive Experience
By Anaís Cezanné Caro
September marked a huge milestone for The
National Museum of Puerto Rican Arts & Culture
(NMPRAC), beginning with its second annual
Engage Conference. 26 organizations from around
the Puerto Rican Diaspora, from Hawaiʻi to Puerto
Rican-based organizations
like the Instituto de
Cultura Puertorriqueña
(ICP) and the Titín
Foundation, attended the
two-day conference in
Chicago. This breadth of
organizations provided an
entirely new set of panel
discussions, all centered
around this year’s
conference theme: “Reimagining the Puerto Rican
Community.”
The conference began with a panel entitled
“Reimagining The Puerto Rican Community,” led
by panelists Professor José E. López, Marisa Alicea,
Ph.D., and moderated by Dr. Maura Toro Morn, that
discussed what reimagining a community entails.
The panelists promoted actions as small as collecting
oral family histories to cultivating mentorship
within younger generations of the Puerto Rican
diaspora. Other panels at the conference included
conversations on how to engage with audiences
through social media, raise funds and advocate for
sponsorships, and even how to overcome adversity
through community connections and cross-cultural
solidarity. The conference and its variety of new
panels created a sense of pride in engaging in
community work and a sense of eagerness for a
future full of collaboration between organizations,
cities, and cultures throughout the diaspora.
However, despite the conference looking
onward to the future, there was also a sense of
nostalgia for Puerto Rico’s physical and cultural
landscape. The first night of the conference closed
with a private viewing of NMPRAC’s newest
exhibition, entitled “Nostalgia for My Island:
Painting from the Museo de Arte de Ponce 1786-

1809.” This once-in-a-lifetime exhibit features
twenty-one paintings by prominent Puerto Rican
artists Jose Campeche (1751–1962), Francisco Oller
(1833–1917), Miguel Pou (1880–1968), Myrna Báez
(1931–2018), and many more. Organized around
three central themes: Mi Isla (My Island), Mi Gente
(My People),
and Mi Hogar
(My Home),
the exhibition,
curated by MAP’s
curator, Iraida
RodríguezNegrón, aims to
engulf the senses
in remembrance
of every aspect
of La Isla del Encanto. Significant scholarship in
the history of art has long excluded artists of color
in favor of Western artists. This collection of El
Museo de Arte de Ponce’s (MAP) paintings has never
traveled outside of Puerto Rico as a unit. Thus, this
exhibition gives physical access to an integral part of
Puerto Rican history.
The exhibit will coincide with the fiveyear commemoration of Hurricane Maria, which
devastated Puerto Rico, and The Museo de Arte de
Ponce (MAP) on September 20th, 2017. Following
Hurricane Maria, earthquakes in Ponce damaged
El Museo’s structure, and they have been steadfast
in keeping their museum accessible through
collaborations while
most of their building is
still closed to the public.
The partnership between
The National Museum
of Puerto Rican Arts &
Culture and El Museo de
Arte de Ponce marked a
significant step toward
creating more accessible,
dynamic, and collaborative
museum spaces
throughout the diaspora.
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The exhibition officially opened to the public on
September 20th, 2022, and will be on view until
June 09th, 2023. After the exhibition opening,
Engage Conference attendees left with an incredible
sense of reflection as they both looked back on their
history and looked forward to what was to come,
including the endless possibilities that the Puerto
Rican diaspora could continue to accomplish.
The National Museum of Puerto Rican
Arts & Culture ended the educational events of the
week with the 9th annual Raices Gala on Thursday,
September 15th at which Hispanic Information
Telecommunications Network (HITN) was the
Presenting Sponsor. The evening began with an
outdoor reception filled with the familiar sounds of
coquis, Afri-caribe music, Bomba dancers, and the
smell of roasted Lechon. As the night progressed,
the annual Ceiba Award that honors distinguished
community members was given to two distinguished
honorees for the first time: El Museo de Arte de
Ponce for their collaborative work with the Boricua
diaspora, and Ana Belaval, a four-time Emmy
Award winner and Puerto Rico native, for her work
as WGN’s “Around Town” segment Host. The El
Museo de Arte de Ponce award was accepted by the
museum’s director, Cheryl Hartup, and a descendant
of Luis A. Ferré, the museum’s founder, Catalina
Meduña Ferré. They were also supported by the
museum’s Board Members in attendance. NMPRAC
also presented the first-ever Plantado Bandera Award
to Boricua Influencers Rebeca Nieves Huffman,
Omallys “Omi” Hooper, and Ivelissa
Rios for dedicating their social
media platforms to their Puerto
Rican roots and creating a longlasting community. Live Salsa
music and cross-organizational
collaboration filled the rest of the
night. By the end of the week, The
National Museum of Puerto Rican
Arts & Culture had brought together
the various corners of the diaspora
to envision the future of Puerto Rico
and its history.
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Omar Aquino and Cristina Pacione-Zayas: Hurricane-Ravaged Puerto Rico
Needs Help to Achieve Self-Determination
By Omar Aquino and Cristina Pacione-Zayas for
Chicago Tribune
Tuesday marked a full five years after
Hurricane Maria literally uprooted Puerto Rico. For
the first time, all eyes were on the island — and the
images were haunting.
The empathy
ignited mass
mobilization
from all corners
of this country
to send food and
supplies. 		
We saw late night
talk show hosts
and prime time
news coverage
shine a light
and encourage
everyone to
chip in. Here
in Chicago,
members of
the Puerto Rican Agenda along with city and state
partners leveraged relationships and resources to
send aid as quickly as possible. We were the first
stateside community to land an airplane full of
supplies five days after Maria made landfall and
before the Federal Emergency Management Agency
started its operation.
We moved mountains at warp speed back
then, continuing to land another two airplanes full
of supplies within the first week of devastation and
collecting nearly $600,000 that went right back
to Puerto Rican-led organizations and nearly 50
municipalities. But today, five years after Hurricane
Maria, Hurricane Fiona, has shown that there is
far more to do with a islandwide blackout and no
running water.
It also didn’t help that in early 2020 the
island was struck by earthquakes in the southwest,
extending the damage to infrastructure. Puerto Rico
is once again beset by tragedy as thousands lose their
homes and stability to a Category 1 hurricane. What

can we do now?
Research has shown that, in 2017, Puerto
Rico received much less aid compared to states —
not only less, but slower and less effective. Further,
studies have shown that federal bureaucracy held up
billions that should have gone to rebuilding Puerto
Rico after Maria.
Many homes,
hospitals,
community
centers are
still awaiting
the money to
rebuild, even
five years out.
How can we
expect people
still awaiting
recovery funds
to be ready
for the next
hurricane?
Organizing
aid is crucial, and collecting money is a measure of
our character. But we have a long way to go if our
institutions and leaders continue to systemically
disregard Puerto Rico and neglectfully push its
people to the margins. We must
also point to Congress’ erroneous
decision to impose a Fiscal Board
over Puerto Rico — an entity with
members far removed from the
realities of the territory. The board
imposed draconian austerity
measures, leaving Puerto Rican
institutions even weaker.
Until Puerto Ricans
have the ability to exercise selfdetermination, the island will
continue to be an afterthought
for the federal government. Its
current colonial status renders
it voiceless and powerless. We
cannot control the paths of
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hurricanes, but we can control our government’s
apathy. We must speak up.
The people closest to the problems have the
best solutions, and once they are self-determined,
they at least have a path to begin to eliminate
obstacles positioned by the status quo.
Otherwise, what can we expect when the next
Category 5 hurricane makes landfall? It is well
established that climate change means more and
stronger hurricanes. The next Maria is not an if, but
a when.
Here in the States, we cannot unsee what
we have seen. Our humanity compels us to be in
solidarity with our siblings in Puerto Rico. In the
short term, it is our duty to support the island to get
back on its feet now and for the rest of this hurricane
season by directing donations to trusted local
partners who have a track record of doing the work.
In the long term, it is our duty to democracy to end
the colonial status quo.
We must speak up. Hurricane Fiona might
be the last warning we get before something far
more dire. We must not hesitate one more moment.
Let us unite as a country to rebuild a resilient and
decolonized Puerto Rico.
State Sen. Omar Aquino represents the
2nd District, and state Sen. Cristina Pacione-Zayas
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Cumbre de Salud Promueve Llamada de Acción Para la Salud Puertorriqueña
By: Lisa Aponte-Soto
La Agenda Puertorriqueña de Chicago
auspició una cumbre de salud, que se llevó a cabo
del 28 al 30 de septiembre en la Universidad de
Illinois Chicago (UIC). Este evento híbrido reunió
más de 160 participantes entre médicos, enfermeras, psicólogos, terapeutas, profesionales de
salud pública, promotores de salud, miembros de
programas educativos, agentes de departamentos
de salud, y estudiantes. Se
exhibió el talento de aproximadamente 60 panelistas
con experiencia en la capacitación de profesionales en
el campo de salud, investigaciones, política, y estrategias
para promover la salud y el
bienestar.
Entre los participantes
se contaron la Senadora
Cristina Paciones-Zayas
del distrito 20 y el Senador
Omar Aquino del distrito 2,
quienes son miembros del
Caucus Legislativo Latino
de Illinois. Geraldine Luna,
MD, la directora del Departamento de Salud de
Chicago, también destacó puntos clave de cómo
podemos mantenernos sanos durante brotes del
coronavirus, la viruela del mono, la influenza u
otras enfermedades. Además, se reconoció a Aida
Giachello, PhD, la fundadora de la cumbre, como
pionera en el campo de la salud.
La cumbre se tituló “Llamada a la acción:
Luchando por la equidad de la salud y el bienestar
social de la comunidad puertorriqueña”. El enfoque principal fue reconocer los eventos históricos
y los problemas socioeconómicos, sistémicos y
estructurales que han resultado en disparidades de
salud en la comunidad puertorriqueña. Por ejemplo, los puertorriqueños tienen una tasa de enfermedades crónicas y mortalidad mucho más alta
que otros grupos raciales o étnicos.
La cumbre también reconoció eventos históricos

en los cuales la comunidad ha tomado pasos para
abogar por sus derechos como la toma del Hospital Lincoln Memorial por la organización de los
Young Lords en el sur de Bronx, Nueva York en
1970, que fue captada en la película Takeover. La
película se exhibió y discutió durante la apertura
de la cumbre, inculcando el mensaje de tomar acción para fomentar e impulsar políticas y servicios
de salud equitativos. Entre los temas presentados

el segundo día se dió énfasis a la salud mental,
la diabetes, la obesidad, y la salud materna tanto
como recaudar recursos para la capacitación de
profesionales de salud bilingües y el apoyo de
Latines en estudios clínicos. El tercer día se hizo
un discurso para desarrollar un plan
de acción con atención a los temas de
importancia.
La cumbre fue organizada por el
Comité de Salud y Bienestar de La
Agenda Puertorriqueña, que es liderado por Lisa Aponte-Soto, PhD, MHA
(Presidenta de Tanoma Consulting) y
Marta Cerda, JD (directora ejecutiva de
ASI Home Care). Miembros del comité
incluyen Aida Giachello, PhD, Susana
González, MSN RN María Muñoz,
MD, Monica Rodríguez, MS, Lisa
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Sánchez-Johnsen, PhD, y Pamela Vergara-Rodríguez, MD. Los miembros del comité expresaron su
agradecimiento a todos los voluntarios y los socios
cuya colaboración hizo que esta cumbre fuera un
éxito.
La cumbre fue apoyada por 25 organizaciones.
Los socios principales fueron el Centro Cultural
Puertorriqueño de Chicago, el programa LARES de
UIC, el programa de salud urbana de UIC, ASI, y
Tanoma Consulting. Las otras organizaciones
afiliadas que promovieron la cumbre incluyen
Healthy Community Foundations, Humboldt
Park Health, ILLInet RECOVER, All of Us
Research Program, Centro Bienestar Pilsen,
Duane Dean Behavioral Health Center, El
Rescate, Erie Family Health Center, Fifth Street
Renaissance, Illinois Department of Public
Health, National Association of Hispanic
Nurses, Puerto Rico Property, Rincon Family
Services, Sams Club y Vida/SIDA Walmart. Se
reconoció la campaña Rescue Relief Rebuild de
la Agenda Puertorriqueña que recaudó recursos para proveer auxilios a familias afectadas
por el huracán Fiona en Puerto Rico.
Dentro de los próximos meses el comité va a
publicar las actas de conferencia para avanzar
una agenda de acción que promueva equidad para
la salud y el bienestar de la comunidad puertorriqueña y latine en Chicago y en la Diáspora.
Para conectarse con el comité envíe un mensaje a
prahealthsummit@gmail.com.
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Invest Southwest PRCC
North Avenue Ambassador Program
engage pedestrians by greeting
them, sharing directions, and
providing escorts. They provide

By Honorio Torres
The Puerto Rican
Cultural Center is bringing a
new initiative to North Ave.
that creates a visible and
welcoming presence to this
Humboldt Park commercial
corridor. The PRCC has hired
and trained community members
who now serve as ambassadors
for residents and visitors. They

maintenance for the corridor
by organizing cleaning events
as well as submitting service
requests through various city
departments. The ambassadors
wear a bright blue vest as they

provide a five-to-eight-hour
presence per day. They also
connect people experiencing
homelessness
to city
resources and
coordinate
with public
safety
agencies on
potential
safety
hazards,
medical
emergencies,
and possible
criminal activity. The program
is part of the Chicago Recovery
Plan’s ambitious $1.2 billion
strategy for equitable economic
recovery and support for
thriving and safe communities.
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Mayor and Community
Celebrate Alfresco on
Paseo Boricua
By La Voz Staff
On Saturday October 8th Mayor Lightfoot
joined Choose Chicago’s Neighborhood Tour to
experience Paseo Boricua’s unique and culturally
immersive Al Fresco experience!

Another Puerto Rican Woman Owned Business Opened!
Welcome to Paseo: Chucherias Tropical Creations

By La Voz Staff
Sachayra Cintrón moved to Chicago after
Hurricane Maria and began to sell her Chucherías
Tropical Creations at
¡WEPA! Mercado del
Pueblo. This was shortly
after the COVID-19
pandemic hit and shut
down most businesses.
Through her participation
in The PRCC Business
Incubator program,
Sachayra is now the owner
of the officially registered
business -- Chucherías Tropical Creations, LLC, and
is taking her business to the next level! Sachayra’s

Puerto Rican pastries, which include quesitos,
pastelillos de guayaba, mallorca sandwiches etc.,
have become popular in our community and are
attracting new customers
from all around Chicago.
The Business Initiatives
Department saw her
potential and advised her to
open her own coffee shop.
Eventually, Sachayra found
a beautiful location on
Division St. and conducted
renovations to brighten
up the space and make it
her own. Our incubator helped her obtain a retail
food establishment license and shortly thereafter,
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Sachayra invited the community to her grand
opening on September 3rd. We’re continuing to
support her as she grows her social media, adds
new menu items, and continues to grow her
customer base. Hours of operation: WednesdayThursday 11am-6pm, Friday-Saturday 11am-7pm.
You can find more information and ways to support
on Sachayra on Instagram:
@chucheriastropicalcreations.
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